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Mahat hi r - Suhakam
SUHAKAM S REPORT | NFLUENCED BY WESTERN THI NKI NG SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d the Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on (Suhakam's
inquiry report on the Kesas Hi ghway-Jal an Kebun illegal gathering |ast year
is very nuch influenced by western thinking and not in the interest of the
nati on.

"They (Suhakam menbers) are not thinking in the interest of Ml aysia,"”
he said upon his return today from Uganda where he attended the G obal 2001
Smart Partnership International Dial ogue in Kanpal a.

He sai d Suhakam shoul d have gi ven sone wei ght to the evidence given
during its inquiry by the police who were working under pressure to dea
with the illegal assembly on Nov 5 | ast year.

"That is their (Suhakam s) view and they only view fromone angle and
only look at police brutality. At times the police have to resort to force
because the denmonstrators too use force," he said at a news conference upon
arrival at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force station in Subang here today.

The prinme mnister was conmenting on the report rel eased by Suhakam
Conmi ssi oner Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abi din on Monday which bl amed the police
for human rights violations during crowd di spersal and treatnent of people
arrested for taking part in the illegal assenbly.

The Suhakaminquiry, by a three-nenber panel headed by Anuar, heard
testinonies from46 w tnesses over a 20-day heari ng begi nni ng Nov 29 | ast
year.

Seven expert wi tnesses, including four doctors who treated those
injured in the incident, were anong those who gave evi dence.

Pol i ce detai ned altogether 125 people in the incident and seized from
t hem par angs and wooden bats, anong ot her of fensive weapons.

Dr Mahathir said the denonstrators wanted to nake Mal aysia |ike other
countries where denonstrations could topple the governnent...This is a new
phenonenon. "

The prime minister said that conpared with the way anti-gl obalisation
and anti-Wrld Trade O gani sati on denonstrators were dealt with in Genoa,
Seattl e and Vancouver recently, the police there were nore brutal and had
acted in worse ways.

In fact, in the Genoa incident the Italian police not only fired shots
at denmonstrators but even ran their vehicle over a dead denonstrator, he
sai d.

"Their police are brutal while our police are nore considerate. Qur
police should have been enpowered to use force," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir |amented that Ml aysi ans were not thankful that their
police force was nore considerate in maintaining | aw and order conpared to
the nmore brutal foreign police.

" Despite being highly civilised and constantly concerned over human
rights and the like, the foreign police act in nore brutal ways when faced
with violent nobs," he said.

The prinme minister said it seened that Ml aysi ans fear |osing praise
fromwhites for not respecting human rights.

"Wy bot her whether the whites will praise us or not. Qur uppernost
concern is to preserve peace in the country.

' They (Suhakan) are influenced by western thinking, they want to prove
that we are liberal. But the west is not as liberal and they are going to
beat out any denobnstration," he said.



Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans should wait and see and can expect
denmonstrations that could turn violent at the upconm ng Commonweal t h Heads
of Governnment Meeting (CHOGM in Australia.

He said that while the governnent always put the people's interest and
human rights first, the authorities would have enforce the | aw when deal i ng
wi th people resorting to violence.

Dr Mahat hir added that he would go through the report of the Suhakam
i nqui ry and the recomrendati ons put forward.
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