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SULTAN KELANTAN COMES TO THE Al D OF POOR STUDENTS

GUA MUSANG, Feb 20 (Bernamm) -- The Sultan of Kelantan today came to
the aid of 379 students who are having probl ens paying their exam nation
fees because their parents are poor.

Each student received RM0OO fromthe Sultan at the special presentation
cerenony at the Civic Centre Hall, here.

O the nunmber, 239 of the students will be sitting for their Sijil
Pel aj aran Mal aysia (SPM and 140, Penil ai an Menengah Rendah (PMR) this
year.

They are from Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Pal oh, Sekol ah Menengah
Bandar Chi ku, Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Sungai Asap and Sekol ah Menengah
Kebangsaan Tengku | ndera Petra.

Last week, a daily reported that sonme 600 poor students in the Qua
Musang district mght not be able to sit for their PMR and SPM exam nati ons
this year as they had yet to pay their exam nation fees.

The students' predicanent had al so attracted the attention of the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who asked agencies involved to take
i medi ate step to resolve the students' problem

At today's function, GQua Musang District Oficer Shkori Mhanmad said
the plumeting price of pal moil had aggravated the problem especially
anong Kel ant an Sel at an Devel opnent Authority (Kesedar) and Fel da settlers.

A 1998 survey identified 880 hardcore poor famlies in the Gua Misang
district.

"Now the problemhas spread to the pal moil and rubber settlers. There
are 2,157 famlies of Kesedar settlers and 1,890 Fel da settlers. They nake
up 20 per cent of the population in Gua Miusang," he said.

The decline price of palmoil had reduced the settlers' incone to |ess
than RML50 a nmonth, forcing themto | ook for other work, he said.

Shkori said the conpletion of the RM350 million Gua Misang-Lojing road
in February next year would provide the catalyst for growth and resolve the
probl em of proverty in the district.
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