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Summit to focus on terrorism

Ashraf Abdul I ah

SENIOR officials fromthe 10 Sout heast Asian nations will begin their
deliberations today to set the tone for the Seventh Asean Leaders' Sunmt
her e begi nni ng Monday.

The | eaders are expected to di scuss a host of issues.

These include the md-termreview of the Hanoi Plan of Action which sets
forth a six-year programme towards achieving Asean's Vision 2020.

Terrorismis also expected to take centre stage.

Brunei is expected to table a draft declaration on terrorismwhich wll
culminate in a separate Asean Decl arati on on Conbating Internationa
Terrorism

The | eaders are expected to:

* agree to a Mal aysi an proposal which calls for an internationa
conference on terrorismto tackle its root causes;

* reconmend practical and concrete courses of action to strengthen Asean
co-operation on co-ordination of policy and action against terrorism

* review existing international instrunments on terrorismwth the view
to harnonising or integrating themw th existing Asean nechani sm and,

* explore methods and nodalities to |ink Asean efforts with the East
Asi an and other countries to make the fight against terrorisma truly
regi onal and gl obal endeavour.

Asean countries feel that the scope and scale of the terrorist attacks
in various places in the United States on Sept 11 and the likelihood that
their perpetrators have connections, adherents and synpathisers in various
parts of the Southeast Asian region, demand a collective response.

The Declaration is expected to be Asean's contribution to the worl d-w de
effort to address the problemof international terrorismand wll:

* Constitute Asean's collective response to the United Nations call that
the international community fight all threats to international peace and
security caused by terrorismby all necessary means, in accordance with
the international |aw and the United Nations Charter;

* affirmAsean's commtnent to join the international counter-terrorist
coalition and to work with the UNto bring to justice the perpetrators,
organi sers and sponsors of the terrorist attacks and to hold accountabl e
t hose responsi bl e for aiding, supporting and harbouring them

* denonstrate that Asean joins other regional groupings in the Amrericas,
South Asia and Europe and the Organisation of Islamc Conference in a
wor | d-wi de network to conbat this threat to international peace and
security, and:

* conmt the Asean countries to undertake specific neasures to conbat
terrorism

The | eaders are expected to instruct their Mnisters responsible for
Honme Affairs to convene a neeting next year to discuss transnational crinme
with a special focus on international terrorism

The sunmmit, to be chaired by Sultan of Brunei Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah,
will be the first working summt since Asean | eaders agreed in Singapore
| ast year to renove the distinction between formal and informal sumrits in
favour of |ess cerenonial gatherings.

In dealing with the concerns of terrorismand the gl obal econom c
downturn, the Asean | eaders are expected to discuss a wi de range of topics
such as bridging the devel opnent gap.

They are al so expected to consider novi ng beyond free-trade comm tnents



with far reachi ng co-operation in many areas.

The | eaders are expected to di scuss possi ble acceleration of the Asean
Free Trade Area and the proposal for a new round of Wrld Trade
Organi sation tal ks.

Under an agreement reached at their summit in Singapore |ast year, the
| eaders will convene a session on H V/ AIDS to consider an Asean Wrk
Programme in this area. They are al so expected to declare support for
national, regional and international efforts to address this new priority.

The special session of HHV/AIDS is a proposal by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Dr Mahat hir nade the proposal at the Fifth International Congress on
AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (1 CAAP) in Kuala Lunpur in Cctober 1999.

The primary objective of the session on HV/AIDS is to nobilise
solidarity and "peer" political support to nake H V/ AIDS a nati onal
priority and collaborate on inter-country/cross-border issues and exchange
of technical expertise.

A separate | eaders' statement on H V/ AIDS i s expected.

The Asean | eaders are also scheduled to hold additional talks with the
| eaders of China, Japan and South Korea on Monday, the fifth such
gat hering since the enlarged Asean+3 sumit began in 1997.

The | eaders are al so expected to di scuss the global econom ¢ downturn as
wel | as cl oser East Asian partnership between Asean and the three
Nor t heast Asi an countri es.

On Tuesday, the Southeast Asian | eaders will together hold separate
"Asean+1" neetings with each of the three | eaders. The thene of these
tal ks i s enhanci ng Asean Co-operation with China, Japan and South Kor ea.
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