29/ 09/ 2001

Supreme council nanes Najib as Pahang Umo deputy chi ef

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak has been appoi nted Pahang
Umo deputy chief by the party's suprene council today.
Naji b takes over the position fromTan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who is al so

I nformati on M ni ster. Pahang Umo is currently headed by Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Adnan Yaakob.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Umo treasurer Datuk Miusa Aman has been appointed State
Umo |iaison conmttee chairman, taking over from Datuk Osu Sukam

The appoi nt nents were announced by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad after chairing the party's suprene council neeting at Umo
headquarters here.

Expl ai ni ng the decision to appoint Najib, Dr Mahathir said:

"W want Tan Sri Khalil to concentrate fully on his duties at his
M nistry, which we feel is very inportant.

"W al so want himto focus on his duties as Umo secretary-general,
because we will increase Umo activities, and he is required to pay
attention to these duties and not so nuch on Pahang."

Adding in jest, Dr Mahathir said that "it is okay for Khalil to
concentrate on Pahang, but not solely on the State, give those
(responsibilities) to Najib."

"This al so does not nean that the M nister of Defence is not inportant,"
Dr Mahat hir qui pped to the |aughter of those present.

Dr Mahathir said the council also discussed the Bari san Nasional's
victory in Sarawak el ections.

"We feel happy with our sterling victory in Sarawak and we would like to
congratul ate the chairman of Sarawak BN (Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahrmud)," said
Dr Mahathir, adding that Umo will send a congratulatory letter to Abdu
Tai b.

Dr Mahathir said Umo felt "satisfied" that Pas and Keadil an were
totally rejected by Sarawakians following a simliar failure by both
opposition parties in Sabah

Dr Mahathir said dirty political tactics have been rejected by the
peopl e of Sarawak. This, he added, was a good sign for denocracy and the
future of the BN

On anot her devel opment, Dr Mahat hir said he had requested suprene
council nmenmbers to convey to nenbers of parlianment and State assenbl ynen
that they must help identify suitable projects which can be funded by
econom ¢ stimul us package of RMA. 3 billion which he announced on Tuesday.

"This is so that these projects can be inplenented i mediately," he
sai d.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who was al so
present, was asked on the party's disciplinary board, which had earlier in
the day neted out one-termsuspensions to four Umo officials, after
finding themguilty of m sconduct during the April and May di vi si ona
el ections.

Abdul | ah was asked on the di screpanci es between the terns of
suspensi ons. Previous censures neted out by the board included suspensi ons
of up to six years.

Abdul | ah sai d each deci sion stood, and those suspended nust serve out
their punishment regardl ess of the termdifferences.

( END)
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