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Support for tough nmeasures agai nst noney politics

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Several Umo | eaders have expressed support for tough
measur es agai nst noney politics in the party but said preventing wealthy
i ndi viduals fromcontesting posts nmay not be the best solution.

Pointing out that Umo is a party for everyone, rich or poor, they said
that not all weal thy nenbers indul ge in nmoney politics.

Yest erday, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d those
aspiring to contest in future party el ections mght have to declare their
assets.

Dr Mahathir al so said Umo might also prohibit "wealthy individuals"
fromcontesting posts as part of nmeasures to curb nmoney politics.

He said this after opening the Kubang Pasu division neeting.

Umo Yout h head Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said the party nust carry out
an i n-depth study on whether or not party | eaders should be given
government contracts and to prohibit "wealthy individuals" fromcontesting
for posts.

Hi shammuddi n said Dr Mahathir's call was an illustration of his
frustration in conbating noney politics and indicated his relentless
efforts to wipe out graft within the party.

"However, | personally believe there is no short cut solutions in
sol ving noney politics. And Umo is an "inclusive' and not an " excl usive
party that gives opportunity to all nmenbers to be | eaders, be they farners
or a professionals."

H shanmuddi n, who is also the Youth and Sports Mnister, said this to
reporters after opening Tenggara Ummo divi sion neeting today. He is the
di vi sion's head.

"The i ssue of noney politics has often been over highlighted that it
gives a perception that it is prevalent in all Umo divisions. This is not
true."

"There are still many divisions free of noney politics, where el ections
have been carried out smoothly and | eaders returned unopposed. W nust
give due credit to divisions that have been free of noney politics too,"
he sai d.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Mbhanmed Najib Abdul Razak said Dr
Mahat hir's proposal stenmed fromworry that the party was becom ng
i ncreasingly influenced by noney politics.

"VWhen noney politics start to dictate the direction of the party, Umo
will beginto lose its inmage and credibilty over tine," he told reporters
after openi ng the Subang Umo del egates conference in Kel ana Jaya.

Najib said judging fromDr Mahathir's proposal, there seens to be a need
to conpartnental i se Umo | eaders.

"If we are serious politicians, we should concentrate on party nmatters.
But if our aimis to make financial gains, then it is wong to vie for
party posts."

He said there was a need to draw a |ine between the two ai ms, addi ng
that party posts nust be limted to only those who are comm tted and ready
to serve the party's struggle.

Replying to a question, Najib believed the proposal would definitely
invite backlash fromcertain quarters within the party, but said Umo was
prepared to face it for the good of the party.

"OfF course, we also have to study the proposal carefully before
enforcing it as a regulation. Matters |like who is rich and who i s not nust



be clearly defined to face off criticisns,” he said.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said today the proposal
shoul d be thoroughly studied as there are al so nenbers who are not that
af fluent but still indul ge noney politics,

He said there had been cases where ordi nary nenbers suddenly produced
| oads of money and bought votes during party elections, adding that this
showed the practice was not only inherent anong the wealthy.

"As such it nust be discussed at the party's suprenme council neeting,"
he told reporters after opening the Chenderoh Umo division neeting.

Muhyi ddin said the proposals by Dr Mahathir showed that he was
unyielding in his efforts to stop noney politics and ensure that the party
was cl ean.

He al so said the Umo Constitution did not prohibit any individual,
weal thy or poor, to join the party and contest for any post.

Muhyi ddi n, who is Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister, said
nmoney politics would never have occurred if nmenbers adhered to party
regul ati ons and et hi cs.

Asked whet her the involvenent of the wealthy in Umo had caused noney
politics, Mihyiddin said not all rich people m sused their noney to gain
support or secure posts within the party.

On the proposal to bar Umo | eaders fromgetting Governnent projects,
Muhyi ddin said if a person was eligible, there should be no restriction
for himto get a contract.

He said one of Umo's nain struggles was to create wealthy Ml ays and
stressed that not all successful Umo nmenbers banked on their position to
get Governnent contracts.

Umo chief Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali said Umo cannot prohibit the
weal t hy from becomi ng nenbers as the party could | ose out in terns of
peopl e' s support especially when they turn to the Opposition.

He said Umo needed people fromall walks of life, regardless if in
order to remain relevant to the country and its peopl e.

"What the party wants is that its nenbers not use their riches to secure
posts within the party - this is the actual nmeaning in Dr Mahathir's
proposal ," he said.

Taj ol Rosli said there were nmany rich individuals who had not resorted
to nmoney politics and therefore it was unfair to generalise that all of
thempractised it

Tajol Rosli, who is also Menteri Besar, said what was inportant was that
menbers be | oyal and bound to the party's code of ethics.

Umo suprene council nenber Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamcalled for clear
guidelines in the proposal to prevent rich people fromcontesting in
di vi sional or branch el ections.

"The guidelines nust stipulate the inconme that qualifies a person to be
considered as a rich person,"” he said at the Jasin Umo division neeting.

Umo suprene council nenber Datuk LajimUkin is confident that Dr
Mahat hir will consider the view of all quarters before naking a fina
deci sion on barring "weal thy individual s" fromcontesting for posts.

"But we need to renenber that a person who holds a party post needs
nmoney to carry out activities for the benefit of the division," Lajimwho
is the Deputy Chief Mnister said after officiating the State-level G vil
Def ence Day hel d at Padang Merdeka, Kota Ki nabal u.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah BN secretary Datuk Kari m Buj ang, who is al so Beaufort
Umo deputy chief, said while Umo nust take a tougher stand agai nst nobney
politics, barring the rich fromcontesting for inportant posts nmay not be
t he best sol ution

Kari msaid the suggestion to bar the rich nmust be studied carefully and
the party had to define how much wealth was too "rich."



He added that the party should investigate individually each "rich"
menbers, who are keen to contest in elections, to find out if they were
sincere or had hi dden agendas.
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