25 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Technol ogy
SUPPORT M GHT' S I NI TI ATI VE I N HI - TECH DEVELOPMENT, PRI VATE SECTOR TOLD

PUTRAJAYA, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad today called on the private sector to support the efforts of the
Mal aysi an | ndustry- Gover nment G oup For Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) in
initiating hi-tech devel opment in various areas.

"If you (private sector) have sonething you can devel op, you can cone
to the government. W can |l end our ears," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that there was a need to have cl ose col | aboration
bet ween the governnent and the private sector in achieving new technol ogi es
and products.

He said works by M ght needed to be supported by industries,
uni versities, the private sector and governnment agencies like the "Triple
Hel i x Programe" which was i ntroduced to strengthen technol ogy
conmerci alisation effort through closer coll aboration anong these sectors.

Dr Mahathir earlier attended a special briefing by Mght on the
i ntroduction of the programme and wi tnessed the signing of a menorandum of
under st andi ng (MoU) between M ght and the Miltinedi a Technol ogy Enhancenent
Qperations (Meteor) Sdn Bhd for collaboration in training, education and
awar eness programre on hi-tech fields.

The signing of the Mou paves the way for coll aboration between both
parties that will lead to the formati on of advanced manufact uri ng
institutes (AMs).

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the Mal aysi an Pharnmaceutical |ndustry Action
Pl an whi ch was introduced by M ght.

The action plan provides a conprehensi ve overvi ew of the pharmaceutica
i ndustry, local and international, culmnating in strategi c reconmendati ons
and action plan, for immediate to long term

The recomrendations in the action plan are based on the dual - pronged
t hr ust
-- tosignificantly reduce Mal aysi a's dependency on i nported
pharmaceuti cal products and at the sane tine to create a world-class |oca
phar maceuti cal industry.

The prime mnister also witnessed the signing of an MoU for a project
cal | ed Conbi natorial Technol ogy and Catal ysis (COVBI CAT) where six partners
including three international organisations will collaborate on the
upgradi ng of natural gas and palmoil to higher added val ue.

The special briefing began with M ght's joint-chairman (governnment) Tan
Sri Dr Ahmad Zaharudin Idrus highligthing the subject of redefining M ght
whi ch covers the creation of action plans to support policy inplenention
and dorestic industrial deepening for high technol ogy i ndustry devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir, who repeatedly stressed the need for collaboration of the
private sector with the governnent during his speech, said only by cl ose
rel ationship that both sectors could keep up with the industri al
devel opnent.

"We know that technol ogy is advancing very fast and therefore we need
to understand what i s happening," he said.

He al so advi sed both sectors not to be too sel fish on whatever
technol ogi es they cane up wth.

"W need to share with other countries |ike what we did during the
Langkawi | nternational Dialogue (LID) where participants exchange i deas on
the [ atest technol ogi es they have conme up with.

"W nust not be jeal ous of our own secrets of devel opment. W want to



create a win-win situation. If we help countries to enrich, we can gain

fromthat. If they remai n poor, they cannot buy our products,” he said.
Dr Mahathir was al so asked at a news conference | ater what was

di scussed at the cl osed-door dial ogue he had with nmenbers of M ght after

the special briefing.

"W di scussed the need for us to find niches for ourselves particularly
of our competitive strength...exanple, we are good in estate managenent, "
he sai d.

M ght is a non-profit conpany incorporated in 1994 under the Ml aysia
Inc concept and has initiated hi-tech devel opnents in tel ecommuni cati ons,
aerospace, pharmaceutical s, construction and housi ng, herbal products,
autonotives and al ternative energy.
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