08/ 05/ 2001
Supreme council shoul d back decision, says Dr M

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

KANGAR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today the Umo suprene
council, schedul ed to neet on Saturday, should endorse the party

di sciplinary board' s decision to suspend six nmenbers found guilty of

i nvol venment in noney politics.

The party president said the endorserment was inportant to reflect Umo's
comm tment to w pe out noney politics.

"The nmeeting shoul d support the decision taken by the disciplinary board

if (the decisions) are rejected, nobody would want to get thensel ves
involved in fighting corruption (within the party) in future," he said at
a neeting with Perlis Umo State and grassroots | eaders at Dewan
Resi densi

Dr Mahathir said he personally did not want corrupt people to be in the
party as their presence would tarnish Umo's integrity.

He sai d peopl e were already | ooking at Umo negatively because sone of
its menbers and | eaders were corrupt.

"The supreme council will receive a report fromthe disciplinary board
and | will give ny views (on the report) together with the counci
nmenber s.

"My opinion is that we should support the board," he said, adding that
the party would not lose anything if it did not get the support from such
peopl e.

The di sciplinary board found six | eaders, including three division
chiefs guilty of indulging in noney politics and barred them from standi ng
for elections and hol ding party posts for six years.

The six are Gopeng division chief Mistafa Kanmal Mohd Nawi, Bagan Sera
candi date for deputy chief Zaki Din, Baling division chief and Kedah State
Exco menber Dat uk Zai nol Ml |sa, CGopeng information chief Mdhamad Annuar
Bahar uddi n, Sel ayang i nformati on chi ef Rahmat Abdul | ah and Muar di vi sion
chi ef and KFC Hol di ngs Mal aysi a Berhad executive chai rman Dat uk Abdul | ah
Omar .

Dr Mahathir said although there woul d be appeal s the decisions of the
di sciplinary board woul d be consi dered fi nal

"We nust clean up the party as we don't want people to be disgusted with
us because our | eaders are chosen in a corrupt manner."

Dr Mahathir said there m ght be people who could accept corrupt |eaders
but there would be those who woul d desert Umo if the party continued to

keep them
"Don't be angry if | ama little strict this tine. | have done all sorts
of things ... appealing, crying on stage but to no avail.

"I amtrained as a nmedical doctor to heal those who are sick and
sonetimes this requires using radical neans," he said citing an exanpl e of
a diabetic patient with gangrene in the foot where there is no other
option but anputation.

Admi tting that sone of those involved in noney politics had escaped
i nvestigations by the disciplinary board because of |ack of evidence and
the reluctance by nenbers to report because the offenders are their
friends, Dr Mahathir said they should not think they could get away with
it.

"Since not all who indulged in noney politics could be punished, people
may think it is unfair ... but if there is evidence we will take action,"
he added.



He said he woul d not sideline | eaders who did good work for the party.

"I have no right to reject them as you see even those who once opposed
me are now hol ding party posts,"” citing Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, Foreign M nister Datuk Syed
Ham d Al bar and Kangar division chief Datuk Radzi Shei kh Ahmad.

Dr Mahathir al so urged winners and losers in the just concl uded
divisional elections to close ranks to strengthen the party.

Speaking to reporters after a dialogue with representatives of the
Nati onal Students Consultative Council at Universiti Utara Ml aysia, in
Si ntok, near Alor Star, later, Dr Mahathir said he was only giving his
opi ni on when calling on the supreme council to endorse the disciplinary
board' s deci si on.

"That is my opinion. In the supreme council, it is not always that ny
views prevails, if they don't agree with me, then don't agree," he said
when asked to el aborate on the matter.

Dr Mahathir said al though the suprene council would hear the appeal s of
t hose concerned, it had to consider rationally the role of the board.

"W have appointed a special body to investigate and we have to give
rational consideration to its decisions or else no one will ever want to
be a nenber of such a commttee,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Umo had to be serious in its action agai nst noney
politics now or no one would ever take the party seriously.

He sai d sone people nmay be saddened and may even hate the party because
of this drastic action.

"The questionis, if we don't do this, we will |ose support. If we do
this, we will also |ose support of the people who are not loyal to the
party and who think only of thensel ves.

"We are doing this for the good of the party," he added.

Asked whet her Zainol, who is the only one anong six found guilty of
hol di ng a governnment post, should relinquish his State Exco post, Dr
Mahat hir said the party woul d consider the matter.
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