06/ 01/ 2001
Sugi u sets aside seven points (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Hi zreen Kama

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Sugiu, in a joint announcenment with Umo Youth, today
"put aside" seven of its 83-point election appeals in view of "the
prevailing ethnic tension."

Both parties agreed that the action was also "in view of the special
rights, position, privileges of the Malays and the natives of any of the
State of Sabah and Sarawak as enshrined in Article 153 and ot her such
rel evant Articles of the Federal Constitution not be questioned.”

Both al so "expressed regret over the unintended reaction within the
Mal ay and Chi nese communities which have arisen fromthe Seven Points and
subsequent incidents." (See page 3 for full statenent).

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n and Suqi u (the Ml aysi an
Chi nese Organi sations' Election Appeals Committee) chai rman Quek Suan
H ang made this announcenent at a joint Press conference at the KL Hilton.

Bot h | eaders appeared cheerful after an hour's neeting.

Al so present at the neeting, which was held in a cordial atnosphere,
were several senior officials fromboth sides.

Local and foreign journalists, when told of the neeting, began gathering
at the hotel two hours before the schedul ed Press conference.

Both parties, however, agreed to continue discussions on the remaining
76 appeal s which they described as "acceptabl e".

Readi ng froma prepared three-page statenent in Bahasa Ml aysi a,

H shammuddi n, who is al so Youth and Sports Mnister, said both parties had
agreed not to question the seven points as the special privileges enjoyed
by the Bumi putera community were enshrined in the Constitution.

Quek later read a prepared statenment in English

The seven points put aside were:

* any affirmative action initiated by the Government shoul d benefit and
protect the weaker groups of society, regardless of their religious,
soci al and raci al background;

* efforts be nade to abolish the differences between the Buni putera and
non- Bum putera conmunities in all fields;

* fair and equitable distribution of agricultural land to farners
wi t hout racial distinction;

* to abolish the race-based quota systemand to replace it with one that
i s based on nerit;

* to do awmay with the quota systemfor entry into universities;

* fair treatnent be accorded to all religious organisations in terns of
devel oprment of religion. Governnment assistance should al so be extended to
al | such organisations which include sufficient coverage fromthe official
nedi a; and

* to establish a loan schene or financial assistance for needy students
regardl ess of race.

Suqgi u had, before the 1999 general election, submtted a 17-point
menor andum cont ai ni ng 83 appeal s, to the Governnent.

The appeal s drew severe criticismand protests fromvarious groups |ed
by Umo Youth, the 4B Youth noverment and | ater the Federation of
Peni nsul ar Mal ay Students. They felt that the nmenorandumwas "chal | engi ng
Mal ay rights."

The Suqiu conmittee conprises 11 Chi nese associ ati ons. Anbng them are
Uni ted Chi nese School Comnmittees Association of Ml aysia (Dong Zong),

Uni ted Chi nese School Teachers Association of Ml aysia (Jiao Zong) and



Nanyang Uni versity Alumi Association of Ml aysi a.

Quek said Sugiu had never questioned or chall enged the special position
of the Mal ays and the natives of Sabah and Sarawak and was fully conmitted
to the creation of a united Bangsa Ml aysi a characteri sed by tol erance,
nmoder ati on and pluralism

He said both Umo Youth and the conmittee had deci ded to discuss the
matter follow ng the advice fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi t hat
all groups cease to nake statements on the appeal s.

H shanmuddi n and Quek said Umo Youth and Suqiu were conmmitted towards
strengt heni ng peace and harnony prevalent in Malaysia's nulti-racial,
mul ti-religious and multi-cultural society.

It is learnt that H shamuddi n had appointed a four-man teamto conduct
di scussions with the Sugiu commttee | ast nonth.

They are Suprene Council nenber and Bukit Bintang Umo Youth chi ef Datuk
Azi m Zabi di, special officer to the Deputy Prinme Mnister, Khairi
Jamal uddi n, special officer to H shammuddi n, Zaki Zahid and Minir Aziz,
Umo Youth's information bureau nenber.

The Suqiu conmittee was represented by Quek, vice-chairman Chew Saw Eng,
Ong Chi ow Chuen, Tan Choong Cheng, Cheng Chee Koi, Chin Choong Sang, Yao
Li Fang and Wbng Chin Huat.

"The nmeetings were al so to resol ve nmi sunderstandi ngs that had arisen
over the past few weeks," he said.

Quek told reporters later that both sides had held a series of neetings
since Dec 24 to discuss the "sensitive" appeals.

"W had the neetings within a 12-day peri od.

"There were | ong discussions and plenty of hard work.

"We feel this is the best sol ution.

"W hope to continue working together for the betternent of the people
and the nation," he said.

Refusing to field nore questions fromreporters, Quek said they should
refer to the statenent jointly issued by both parti es.

Asked when both parties would resune talks on the 76 other appeals,

Hi shanmuddi n sai d:

"This is a sincere docunent that has been deci ded by both parties.

"It is not something that we have been taking lightly.

"I don't think there is any problemin discussing the other appeals
(later)."

H shanmuddi n said as far as Umo Youth was concerned, the organisation
had carried out its task sincerely and responsibly.

"W will now |l eave the matter to the party | eadership,” he added.

( END)
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