05 JAN 2001
Suqi u- Retract
SUQ U W THDRAWS DEMANDS TOUCHI NG ON MALAY RI GHTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 5 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Chi nese Organi sations
El ecti on Appeals Conmittee (Sugiu) has agreed to retract seven demands
touching on the position and special rights of the Bum putera conmunity
which it made in a petition

The announcenent was made in a joint-statenment by Umo Youth chi ef
Dat uk H shanmuddi n Hussein and Suqgi u chairman Quek Suan Hi ong after a
meet i ng between the two sides here today.

"Umo Youth and Sugiu agree that the seven points be put aside in view
of the prevailing ethnic tensions, and the special rights, position and
previl eges of the Malays and the natives of any of the states of Sabah and
Sarawak as enshrined in Article 153 and other relevant articles of the
Federal Constitution not be questioned," said H shamruddi n when readi ng t he
statenent at a press conference after the neeting.

Quek was present at the press conference.

H shammuddi n said the seven demands in Suqgiu's petition identified as
touching on the position and special previl eges of the Bumi puteras are:

* Affirmative action should be based on the protecti on and enhancenent
of the status of the weaker groups of society irrespective of religious
belief, social background and race,

* Take steps to abolish in all aspects the "Buni puteral/non-Bum putera"
di strinction,

* Distribute land fairly to needy farmers irrespective of race,

* Abolish the quota system based on "race" and replace it with a
distribution systembased on "nmerit",

* Abolish the racial -based quota systemfor university adm ssion,

* Accord fair treatnent to all religions with regard to propagati on,
devel opnent and of ficial support as well as access to official government
nmedi a,

* I ntroduce a systemof grants and |loans for all students, irrespective
of ethnicity, based on nmerit.

Wth Quek at his side, Hi shammuddi n said Umo Youth and Qugi u were
commtted to discuss the the other 76 dermands in Sugiu' s 83-point appeals
for the realisation of the points which were nutual ly accept abl e.

He said both sides expressed regret over the unintended reaction within
the Mal ay and Chi nese comunities which had arisen fromthe seven demands
and subsequent incidents.

Both Umo Youth and Sugi u, he said, treasured the peace, harnony,
cooperation and nutual respect prevailing in Malaysia's nulti-racial,
multi-religious and nulti-cultural society.

"Both are jointly commtted towards saf eguardi ng and strengthening
these priorities," he added.

Umo Youth was al so represented at the hour-long neeting by its
vi ce-chi ef Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir, assistant secretary Zul kifli
Alwi and ot her | eaders.

Representing Suqiu apart from Quek were the comm ttee's deputy
chai rwoman Chew Saw Eng, Jiao Zong chief admi nistrator Yao Li Fang and
Suqi u chi ef adm ni strator Wng Chin Huat.

H shanmuddi n said Suqiu reiterated its stand that its 83-point appeals
were made in the interest of national unity and nation-building and that it
was fully conmitted to the creation of a united "Bangsa Ml aysi a".



He said both sides took into consideration the advice of Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and Deputy Prinme Mnisteri Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi that escal ation of ethnic tension nmust stop.

They al so took into consideration the two | eaders' call on all groups
that had made inflammatory statenents to cease to repeat themwith
i nedi ate effect.

H shanmuddi n said Suqgiu also reiterated that the 83-point appeal s nust
be taken in its proper perspective and that they encompassed concerns on
various matters.

He said the commttee stressed that all along it did not question and
chal | enge the special position of the Malays and other natives nmentioned in
t he Federal Constitution.

After reading the joint-statenent, H shamuddin said Umo Youth had
discharged its reponsibility and was now leaving it to the national
| eadership to continue with the efforts.

Asked when di scussion on the other 76 points in Siqui's 83-point
appeal s woul d be carried out, he said: "Gve us sone tine to rest after
wor ki ng hard for three weeks."

Quek said both sides had been working on resolving the matter since Dec
24.

"This joint-statenent is sonething good for all Ml aysians," he said.

Quek al so hoped that Umo Youth and Suqui would work closely in the
interests of all Ml aysi ans.
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