22/ 05/ 2001
Suspensi on of six endorsed (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Firdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - The Umo supreme council today unani nously endorsed
the decision by the party's disciplinary board to suspend six divisiona
| eaders for practising noney politics, reflecting its determination to
conbat the scourge

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the council al so
deci ded that no re-elections wuld be held, and posts won by the offenders
woul d be awarded to the | osing candi dates.

If there were two or nore candi dates, the posts would go to the
candi date wi th the next highest votes.

"The council, after lengthy deliberations, is satisfied with the process
taken by the board in finding the offenders guilty," the Prine Mnister
said at a Press conference after chairing a four-hour neeting of the
council at Menara Dato Onn

On May 5, inits first decision since the conclusion of the divisiona
el ections last nonth, disciplinary board chai rman Tengku Ahrmad Ri t haudeen
announced that six divisional |eaders had been found guilty of noney
politics.

They were Gopeng division chief Mistafa Kamal Mhd Nawi, the division
i nformati on chi ef Mohamad Annuar Baharuddi n, Bagan Serai division deputy
head Zaki Din, Baling division chief and State Exco nmenber Datuk Zai no
Mohd | sa, Sel ayang division information chief Rahmat Abdul | ah and Miar
di vi sion chi ef and KFC Hol di ngs deputy executive chairman Datuk Abdul | ah
Omar .

They have been suspended for a period ranging fromtwo party el ections
to six years. The six then subnmitted their appeals to the council

Dr Mahathir said the council fully endorsed the board's findings and
puni shnent meted agai nst the of fenders, wi thout any changes.

Earlier, Tengku Ahmad Ri t haudeen appeared before the suprene council to
expl ain the board' s findings and deci si on agai nst the six.

Dr Mahathir al so explained that the council felt that it was not
practical for it to act as an appeal board.

"The council has many nmenbers and there are many cases |odged. It will
be a difficult process if it is to act as an appeal board ... so, we wll
only endorse deci sions nade by the disciplinary board."

If the six had new evidence to clear themof the charges, he said they
could present themfor the board' s consideration.

Dr Mahathir said if the | osing candi dates were later found to indulge in
money politics, they woul d al so be stripped of their positions.

"The process will be repeated ... if there are no other candidates, we
wi |l decide then on the next course of action."

On CGovernnent posts held by those found guilty, he said the party's
deci sion should be reflected not only inits "inplenmentation but in
spirit".

"I'f those found guilty are Umo nmenbers, | think action to reflect the
deci sion of the board shoul d be taken."

Asked whet her this neant Zai nol would have to relinquish his post as
State executive councillor, he replied: "You can nmake your own
interpretation.”

On whet her the Kedah Menteri Besar woul d be expected to adopt the
council's decision, he said State Governnents | ed by Umo woul d "abi de" by
deci si ons nmade by the party.



To curb noney politics, Dr Mahathir said all division heads nust decl are
their assets to the party.

"This ruling al so applies to aspirant candi dates deened super-rich who
plan to contest in future elections.”

The council, said Dr Mahathir, agreed that division heads woul d not be
given contracts or to conduct business with the Government. But they were
free to conduct business with the private sector. Asked whether this was a
bl anket ruling, he replied in the affirmative.

On the fate of division heads al ready active in business, Dr Mahathir
said they had to make a choice whether to be active in politics or
busi ness.

On Puteri Umo, he said it had been given two weeks to nane the pro-tem
heads for all divisions.

On the Silamdivisional election which had been suspended, he said it
had been directed to re-convene the neeting.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the conplaints | odged by Beserah
Assenbl yman Dat uk Fauzi Abdul Rahman on noney politics in the Kuantan
di vision, to which he said the matter was not di scussed at all

"The final report has not been submitted. So we could not neke any
deci sion."

On suggestions that Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob should
take |l eave while allegations agai nst himby Fauzi were investigated, Dr
Mahat hir said he did not see the reason for Khalil to do so.

"W have not found anything ... we do not decide on the case of anybody
Iike that. What you are suggesting is to find sonmeone guilty before he is
tried."”
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