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Syed Hani d- Kor ea
SYED HAM D TO VI SI T NORTH KOREA FROM MONDAY

SEPANG June 1 (Bernanmm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar said today that he would nake a four-day visit to North Korea from
Monday to discuss bilateral and international issues.

"We will also explore the possibility of extending technical assistance
under the Ml aysi an Techni cal Cooperation Programme (MICP) to assist the
DPRK (Denocratic People's Republic of Korea) in her econom c devel opnent
and opening up to the gl obal community,” he said.

He was speaking to reporters on arrival at the KL International Airport
(KLI A) here after attending the Goup of 15 Devel opi ng Nations (G 15)
meeting in Jakarta.

The visit, at the invitation of his North Korean counterpart Paek Nam
Sun, will be Syed Hanmid's first to Pyongyang si nce becom ng Foreign
M ni ster in January 1999.

He said the visit was al so expected to el evate bilateral relations
bet ween Mal aysia and North Korea, paving the way for closer and nore
substantive relations. Mal aysia and North Korea have established ties for
nore than 20 years.

Syed Hanmi d woul d be acconpani ed by senior officials fromthe mnistry
as well as the International Planned Parenthood Federation (I PPF) and the
Mal aysi an PalmQ | Pronotion Council (MPOPC).

During the four-day visit, Syed Hamid is scheduled to call on Paek and
di scuss as well as exchange views on various bilateral, regional and
i nternational issues of nmutual interest.

He is al so schedul ed to convey a goodwi Il mnmessage fromPrime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad to the North Korean | eader KimJong-1I
whi ch focuses on Malaysia's desire to expand and strengthen bil ateral
relations as well as support for the dialogue process between the North and
Sout h Kor ea.
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