02/ 08/ 2001

"Dr Mahathir never asked to neet Bush

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had never indicated
his desire to neet United States president George W Bush, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the Prime Mnister had not asked that such a neeting be held.
Abdul I ah was asked to conment on a Far Eastern Economi c Revi ew rmagazi ne
report that US officials would only allow Dr Mahathir to neet Bush if
certain conditions were net.

The conditions include allow ng fornmer Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimto seek treatnment abroad and freeing six Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal menbers hel d under the Internal Security Act.

The report said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar had nmet US
Secretary of State Colin Powell to discuss a nmeeting between the two
| eaders.

Abdul | ah said Syed Ham d's visit to the US was on other matters and not
to discuss a neeting.

He said certain quarters in the US were always | ooking for faults in
Mal aysi a and forned opi nions that opposition parties here were not free to
voice their views, or win votes and support in elections.

"Is it that they do not know that the opposition also wins in elections
and form State governments?

"They make comments as if they do not know what is happening in our
country," Abdul |l ah sai d.
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