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Tackl ing Al DS scourge the Uganda way

Hi zreen Kanm

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The Mal aysian Aids Council (MAC) will be bringing a
group of Islamic |eaders to Uganda i n Novenber to learn a nore effective
approach in dealing with the Al DS scourge

MAC presi dent Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir said the study tour would
allow Islamc organisations in this country to assist in the counselling
of AIDS patients.

"The programe in Uganda, organised by the Uganda |slam c Medi cal
Associ ation, is a succes and has been recogni sed as the best approach by
the United Nations Programre on H V/ Aids or UNAIDS," she said.

She said this after presenting her working paper at the one-day Asian
Forum of Parlianentarians on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (AFPPD) held at a
hot el here today.

It was opened by Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Zainal Abidin Zn.

Marina said the working visit would only conprise 10 to 15 religi ous
| eaders as their budget was m ni mal .

She hoped the visit could be held at the sane tine with the
I nternational Consultation on Islamand HV/ AIDS, also to be held in
Uganda, so that the religious | eaders could also participate in the event.

Marina al so said the progranme i n Uganda was conmuni ty-based, which al so
took into account one's incone generation as a factor.

"The beauty of the Ugandan progranme is that it realises that the poor
are the ones nore vul nerable to the di sease. So, when one incl udes incone
generation activities in Al DS education, that takes care of the problem"

"It is very effective and very realistic. W hope the religious | eaders
we will be bringing woul d cone back and i npl enent the programre here," she
added.

On the invol venent of the various local Islamc bodies in the effort to
tackle the HIV/ AIDS i ssue, Marina said they were rather slowin reacting
towards this issue.

Earlier, during a question-and-answer session, she said they had never
sidelined the religious approach to educate the public on H V/ Al DS.

She said this was because such approach was recogni sed internationally
as one of the effective ways to tackle the issue

"We in Mal aysi a have al ways worked closely with the religious bodies. W
had a coll ogi um about two years ago whi ch was attended by nine out of 13
mufti in the country.™

The MAC has 33 affiliated bodies including the Ml aysian Consultative
Counci | on Buddhi sm Hi ndui smand Si khi smand the Islam ¢ Medical
Associ ati on.

She said, as of the end of |last year, there were nearly 40,000 H V
carriers in the country with nmore than 95 per cent being nmen

Based on ethnic groups, she said about 72.5 per cent of HV carriers
were Mal ays, 15.3 per cent were Chinese and | ndians came up to 8.7 per
cent, while the remai nder were those of the mnority ethnic groups.

The forumal so witnessed the presentation of two other working papers on
El i m nati on of Violence Agai nst Wonen, and Reproductive Health.

The wor ki ng papers were presented by AFPPD deputy secretary-genera
Dat uk Napsi ah Orar and Regi onal International Planned Parent hood
Federation for East and Sout heast Asia director Datuk Dr Raj Karim
respectively.
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