28/ 09/ 2001

Tai b: Results show Mal ays are not disunited as cl ai ned

KUCHI NG Thurs. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, cel ebrating
Bari san Nasional's landslide victory |ast night, said in nost
constituencies the BN had an increased mgjority, show ng the people's
appreciation for the coalition's rule the past five years.

"The result has al so shown that the Mal ays are not disunited as cl ai ned
by the Opposition. It in fact showed that the Ml ays have becone even
cl oser.”

Commenting on the performance of Pas and Keadil an, he said their
candi dates | ost deposits in 12 constituencies.

He sai d Pas candi dates received | ess than 3,000 votes in the whol e of
Sarawak and this was a clear indication that the Muslins here rejected the
parties.

He said the landslide victory al so showed that the people of Sarawak do
not want to be dragged into the politics of the Peninsula.

"W need Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to boldly | ead
Mal aysia in tines of difficulty," he added.

Asked to coment how the BN | ost the Meluan seat to an I ndependent, Taib
said it was not a sign of the people going against the BN

Even in Kidurong, he said the BN | ost due to the popularity of the DAP
candi dat e.

"Policy matters were defintely not the reason why we [ost the two
seats."

Taib refused to corment on Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha's defeat in Asajaya,
merely sayi ng:

"I'f nmy political secretary can win handsonely in Asajaya, | don't think
i need to say nore."

( END)
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