03/ 09/ 2001

Tai b: Candi dates' list unlikely to be changed

BEKENU (M ri division), Sun. - The list of Barisan Nasional candi dates for
the forthconming State el ection that was submtted to BN chai rman Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad recently is unlikely to be revised.

State BN chairman Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said the Iist was "as good
as final" and that appeals fromthose not included in the Iist would not
be entertained.

"Let them (those aspiring to becone candi dates) |obby... |I amnot going
to be influenced by | obbying, but I will listen to party deci sions and
sentiments fromthe ground," he said.

Tai b was asked to commrent on the action of certain BN politicians who
were said to be seeking the people's referendumas a | ast attenpt to
contest under the BN ticket in the coming polls.

Certain BN supporters were also said to have tendered petitions to the
presi dent of Sarawak National Party (SNAP) Datuk Amar Janes Wong recently
demandi ng i ncunbent State Assenbl yman for Marudi Syl vster Entrie be
repl aced.

Certain groups in Bukit Bengunan constituency, a seat currently held by
Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS), al so demanded fornmer Deputy Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Daniel Tajemto contest instead of incunmbent Mong Dagang.

Tajem the forner Mal aysi an H gh Conmi ssioner to New Zeal and, won the
deputy president's post in PBDS early this year.

In his response to the denmand, Tajemsaid he would | et PBDS president
Dat uk Amar Leo Moggie, Taib and Dr Mahathir decide on the natter.

In Meluan constituency, incunbent Geman anak |Itamwho was not picked to
defend the seat by SNAP was runmpured to be wanting to contest as
i ndependent .

Meanwhil e, in the SUPP constituency of Meradong, senior party |eader

Thomas Hii, who was not picked to contest, is runmoured to be wanting to
contest as an i ndependent.
Taib will announce the final |list of the BN candi dates after the

di ssolution of the State Legislative Assenbly expected tonorrow.

Taib will be having an audience with the head of State Tun Abang
Muhammad Sal ahuddin at 10amin the Astana Negri tonmorow to advi se the
| ater on the dissolution.

( END)
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