15/ 08/ 2001
Tai b: BN candi dates for Sarawak el ection finalised

Tan Chin Siang

KUCHI NG Tues. - The Sarawak Bari san Nasional has finalised the list of 62
candi dates for the State election, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahnud sai d today.

He said he would send the list to BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad when the latter returned fromoverseas.

"I cannot reveal the list until the Prine Mnister has been briefed,"
said Taib.

He did not say when he would be neeting Dr Mahathir, who is returning
next week.

Taib said this at a Press conference after opening a one-day BN seni nar
for the Bidayuh comunity at the Institut Pertanian Senenggok, near here,
t oday.

Anong t hose present were his two deputies, Tan Sri Dr George Chan Hong
Nam and Tan Sri Al fred Jabu

Tai b's disclosure has fuelled speculation that he will dissolve the
State Assenbly in the mddle of next nmonth although the termof the
assenbly only expires on Nov 18.

The Sarawak BN conprises Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu, Sarawak United
Peopl es' Party, Sarawak National Party and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak.

In the 1996 el ection, the BN won 58 seats; the DAP, two; and
I ndependent s, two.

Asked to comrent on the recent warning by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi that no one outside the BN should use Umo's
nane to garner support in the election, Taib said he was thankful to
Abdul | ah for making clear the stand of Unmmo.

He said what Abdullah did was consistent with the spirit of co-operation
within the BN famly.

"If any party still wants to use Umo's nanme, | will leave it to the
rakyat to decide.”

Earlier in his speech, Taib said the new BN candi date for Tanjung Datu
woul d be a Bi dayuh. Tanjung Datu's incunbent, Datuk Ransay Noel Jitam is
an | ban.

This will bring the nunmber of BN Bi dayuh candi dates to six fromfive.
The present ones are Rol and Sagah (Tarat), Frederick Bayoi (Kedup),

M chael Manyin (Tebedu), WIIiam Tanyuh (Bengoh) and Peter Nansian (Tasik
Biru).
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