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KUALA LUMPUR, April 9 (Bernama) -- The domestic and regional tourism
i ndustry would be greatly boosted if there was a change in the m ndset of
the nmasses, where taking a vacation is seen as a necessity, said Culture,
Arts and Tourism M nister, Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir.

There is a great potential for tourismin Asia Pacific and the
chal l enge for the industry is to persuade the 3.8 billion people in Asia
Pacific to go for holidays and not regard the "holiday culture" as
sonet hi ng of an extravagance, he said in his opening address at the 50th
Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) annual conference, here today.

The conference was officiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. Anobng those in the event were PATA chairman, M P. Bezbaruah and
chi ef executive officer Joseph M I nerney.

Kadir, who is also the chairman of PATA 2001 Nati onal Host Committee,
sai d PATA provided its nenbers and ot her stakeholders in the travel and
tourismindustry, a channel for close collaboration

"The associ ati on has encouraged the devel opnent of adequate passenger
transportation services and facilities, in addition to facilitating the
sharing of information anong its nmenbers which are key factors that have
contributed to the successful devel opment of tourismin the region," he
sai d.

PATA has al so brought the public and private sectors closer through
fostering constructive dial ogue sessions, and these efforts in turn, have
largely facilitated productive investnments in tourism he said.

Descri bing the country's beauty as a tourismasset, he said Ml aysia
al so offered international visitors multi-faceted attractions with its
mul ti-racial and nmulti-cultural backdrop

In tourism he said the word conpetition did not exist as Ml aysia had
al ways attracted people to cone to the country and at the same tine
encouraged themto visit the neigbouring countri es.

He added that the Mal aysi an government had gone all out to help the
private sectors in ensuring that their investnents in tourismprovi ded good
paybacks.

The attractions of the country, together with the support provided by
t he government to the industry, has nmade the tourismsector an inportant
pillar for the Mal aysi an econony, he said. -- BERNAMVA
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