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SOVE Mal aysi an Islamists may have read H G Wells' 1903 cl assic short
story The Truth About Pyecraft, which tells of a fat man who takes a
wei ght - | osi ng poti on.

In the end, Pyecraft, loses all his weight, but remains as fat as ever,
a phenonenon which | eads himfloating around |ike a big balloon.

The inability of Pyecraft to understand the finer points of |osing
wei ght and fatti ness was the source of his trouble.

In Mal aysia, the Islam sts take the opposite approach.

They conb the details of religious edicts and provisions in search of
all the finer points to the extent of naking even the nost benevol ent
aspects of Islamrigid and heartl ess.

An exanple is the issue of the distribution of zakat (tithe) highlighted
by Utusan Ml aysi a.

The failure to extend funds to orphanages provoked its ire.

A reader of the Malay daily Azizan Aziz from Mrib had poi nted out that
or phans and even i bu tunggal (single nothers) were not extended the zakat
due to the fact that they were not anpong the asnaf (recipients as
stipulated in the Quran).

The asnaf according to the Islanmic tradition include the poor, those
earning less than those prescribed to pay the zakat, the destitute,
Muslinms in debt through pressing circunstances, travellers in need, those
serving the cause of Islamand fighting in the way of God, slaves who need
to buy out their bondage, for benevol ent works and the anil (those
collecting the zakat on behalf of the state) whose livelihood derives from
it.

Si nce orphans and i bu tungal are not specified in the asnaf, zakat funds
are not disbursed to them

Qobvi ously, orphans and i bu tunggal can be included. Many are desperately
poor .

The problem arises when puritans argue that the will of God, as
reflected in the Quran cannot be interpreted by I ogic and need to be
observed strictly to the letter

A simlar situation arose when the Governnent inposed a mandatory death
sentence for drug trafficking and harsher penalties for drug pushers
nearly two decades ago

The Islam sts did not see the need for such severe punishments for drug
abusers, and woul d have preferred neting out punishment to those consum ng
al cohol

The justification was that drug abuse is not nentioned in the Quran, but
consum ng al cohol is.

Logi cally, drug abuse is the greater sin comitted by the Malay Mislim
as proven by statistics.

Yet, because it is not stipulated in the Quran, the |Islam sts took a
long tine before accepting the stricter |aws agai nst drug abuse.

Such literal interpretation applies to the concept of jihad and
percei ved eneni es of the religion.

Bl i nd adherence to Quranic stipulation |led the Persatuan U anma Ml aysi a
(PUM - Mal aysi an |Islamc Association) and its affiliate, the Persatuan
U ama Kedah (PUK - Kedah Islamic Association) to hold a special conference
| ast week and issue sone decrees that defied | ogic.

Anmong them was the decl aration that any support, directly or indirectly,



for the United States military operations in Afghani stan or any other
I slamic nation is haram (forbidden).

There was a call for jihad, physically or through material contributions
for Afghani stan and other Islamc nations facing such aggression.

Finally, the decree that to boycott all Anerican goods, services and
social activities is an obligation of all Ml ay Mislins.

The first decree not to support US nmilitary operations should extend to
ot her nations as well, regardl ess of whether the popul ace is Mislimor
not .

It should al so have added that it was wong to support any mlitary
operations carried out by either the US or any other country, including an
I sl am c nation.

Calling for a jihad in material formfor Afghani stan and other Islamc
nations facing mlitary aggression is i ndeed commendabl e.

However, jihad in the physical form especially, in Afghanistan is
ridiculous since the holy warriors will probably end up fighting the
forces of those fromthe Northern Alliance who are fell ow Muslins.

But the call for a boycott of everything American is probably the nost
difficult to conprehend as PUM m ght as wel|l propose a decree to sever al
ties with the US

A bemused Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad poi nted out how
if one were to fulfil PUMs decree, then when one had to performthe
pilgrimage, a pillar in the Islamc faith, the Malay Muslimcoul d not
reach Mecca as he'd be travelling in a Boeing, an Amnerican product!

Later, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi stated
that PUM was not authorised to i ssue decrees.

This hel ped to put things into perspective.

For one, to interpret the teachings of Islamliterally is easy when
ot her considerations or rather, the realities surrounding the Malay Muslim
comunity are ignored

Apart fromthe US being Malaysia's |argest inporter of nanufactured
goods, how can the Malay Muslinms ignore the fact that al nost every aspect
of their lives is linked to the US, directly or otherw se.

O course, such realities are not pal atabl e especially when the US
Governnent, aware of its near powerful position, choose to be arrogant and
use its mght to pronote American hegenony, values and policies
unilaterally.

At the sane tine, to oppose such mght is fool hardy.

Whet her the Malay Muslins like it or not, the Islamc brotherhood is not
strong enough to stand up to the mght of the Anericans as yet and much of
it is due to their econom c dependency and warring sects and factions.

Wth that, nost Miuslimnations have been subjected to indignity and
their people treated as | esser beings.

Musl i m nations have tried to unite under the Organisation of Islamc
Conference but it is alnost futile.

The A C, for instance, has singularly failed to deal with the
Pal estini an/lsrael conflict, the issue that was the reason for its
foundi ng in 1969.

For that matter, the very act of the PUMand PUK to i ssue such decrees
under the present circunstances represented the probl ens besieging the
Musl i mcommunity at |arge

The ul ama (t heol ogi ans) fromthese associ ati ons chose to ignore | oca
sensitivities over calls of jihad.

They al so chose not to take into consideration what woul d have been the
best stand not only for the Malay Muslins but also the nation as a whol e
in dealing with the Afghan situation

What they did was to nerely interpret the religion rigidly, ignoring



whet her their action would further divide those Mal ay Miuslins who
di sagreed with the decrees.

The only satisfaction is having said what needed to be said and
blissfully ignore the fact they nmsy not be able to justify the decrees,
| et al one pursue them

In the end, it is nerely a success to be able to interpret the religion
according to the book.

But such an achi evenent may only save the Pyecrafts of the world.
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