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Taking to skies in friendship

Sager Ahmad

THE " Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001" was | aunched at the Royal Mal aysian
Air Force base in Sungai Besi, Kuala Lunpur with a gittering |land and air
carnival two Saturdays ago

Doi ng the honours was Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The "friendshi p voyage" convoy will fly in three light aircraft, two of
t hem experimental kit planes.

The kit planes are the Zodiac CH 601 HD, built by the Youth and Sports
M nistry's Rakan Muda Air Recreation programe participants in 1997.

One of them with the registration nunber 9MERM nmde it into the
Mal aysi a Book of Records after it flew 745km across the South China Sea -
fromKuching to Pulau Tionan - bearing the 21st Sea Ganes Torch on Apri
4, this year.

The pilot of the aircraft was Abdul Latif Endut, the principal private
secretary to Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk H sharmuddi n Hussei n

Abdul Latif will be one of the special envoys to deliver official
invitations to the Sea Ganes i n Septenber.

Dr Mahathir later viewed the planes and was introduced to the
participants of the "friendshi p voyage".

The convoy conprises 16 junior trainee pilots, three professional
pilots, two engineers, and search-and-rescue as well as |ogistics
per sonnel

Al so present was new y-appoi nted RMAF chi ef Jen Datuk Sul ai man Mahnud.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched an attenpt to build the world' s | ongest banner
measuring 15km

The initiative is being shared by ni ne anbassadors of Asean countries
and 12 heads of |ocal universities, who will conplete the first portion of
t he banner.

The rest of the banner will be sent to the other Asean countries to be
conpl eted and returned before the start of the SEA Ganes.

The effort is expected to enter the Gui nness Book of Records. The
current record is held by India, with a 10. 5km | ong banner.

O her side attractions at the RVAF base included Sanwa Aero Model Air
Show, Rakan Muda SEA Ganes carnival, joy rides in helicopters, static
di spl ay, parachute junps, Sinar Rakan Miuda TV3 concert, go-kart racing,
BMX raci ng and in-1line skating.

Huge crowds thronged the base to take a first-hand | ook at the aircraft
taking part in the "friendship voyage" while they were parked on the
tarmac in front of the control tower.

Asi de fromthe Mal aysian group, there are three Singapore Youth Flying
Club (YFC) Piper PA 28 Warrior aircraft with 11 crew nenbers | ed by Mjor
Jonat han Seah.

The team had arrived a day earlier to participate in the voyage.

Seah said the club, which cones under the Singapore Mnistry of Defence,
trains youths aged 17 and above.

Cl ub nmenbers can join the Royal Singapore Air Force, commrercial airlines
or continue flying with the club, he added.

He said the club was participating in the "voyage" to gain experience as
wel |l as neet other flying club nenbers in the region, to help plan future
joint activities.

Seah said the club had sent three aircraft to participate in the recent
London-t o- Sydney Air Race - in its Phuket-to-Singapore |leg - adding that



it had proved an interesting experience for the group.

At the carnival, groups of visitors were seen lining up to try the go-
karts for free

O hers took part in street soccer activities while many did not miss the
chance to view the RVAF workhorse - the Nuri helicopter

This included a chance to sit in the pilot's seat or dangle fromits
wi nch with the hel p of an airnman.

A queue was al so seen at the joyride counter where for RV0O, visitors
get to take a 15-minute ride in one of two helicopters available - a
Boskym Udara Sdn Bhd Ecureuil AS 350 and a netallic red Bell 407 -
bel onging to Kenari Air Sdn Bhd.

Many must have suffered fromneck cranps fromconstantly | ooking at
par achut ers descending fromthe skies. Each junper carried the flag of an
Asean menber country.

Anot her attraction was a jet-powered renpte-controlled plane which could
do all the manoeuvres of a fighter aircraft.

It belonged to Jet Team Thail and which al so performed during the | ast
renote-controlled plane festival held at the RMAF Museumin July | ast
year.

The first leg of the "friendship voyage" was cut short from20 days to
only eight days, covering |Indonesia and Si ngapore, as the haze prevented
flights across Kalinmantan to Brunei, and Manila in the Philippines. The
journey started on July 17.
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