02/ 01/ 2001

Take stock of chall enges

MALAYSI ANS ushered in the New Year, which sone purists say is the true
beginning of the third mllennium with fireworks and other fornms of
entertainment. It was party tine and there was nmuch to cel ebrate, not the
| east being the country's achi evenents and the general well-being of its
citizens. It was also a celebration of the distance the peopl e have
covered over the years in bridging their racial and religious differences,
living i n peace and harnony.

But in the norning after, it would be prudent to take stock of our lives
and where we are heading tonorrow. W shoul d exani ne what we have
achi eved, the obstacles to sone of our plans, and how to neet the
chal | enges ahead. First and forenost, we have to ensure that the country's
unity, carefully nurtured over the years and which renmai ns one of our
greatest achi evenent, is not threatened by any quarters.

This we have to jeal ously guard. Peace and harnony, so elusive in sone
troubled | ands, are inperative if we are to survive as a nation.
Unfortunately, since we have had such a long period of uninterrupted
peace, sonme people seemto have taken this for granted

If we adhere to one of |ife's basic tenets of doing things in
nmoderation, we will in tinme achi eve our hopes and aspirations. |ndeed,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s rem nder to Mal aysians in
his New Year nessage about the need to give and take in a nmulti-cultura
community is timely.

Moderation is built on the fount of discipline, a characteristic which
is as much needed as it is lacking in many of us. But having said that, we
shoul d drive oursel ves even harder to maintain the order and stability we
have built, and make our national integration process even nore cohesive.

It was the wi sdom and consi deration of our forefathers that laid the
cornerstone for independence. It was also their desire to see the
different cotmmunities Iive with each other in an environnment of nutual
respect and tol erance that brought Ml aysi ans together. Dreans are a
mllion a dinme and having themmaterialise is all the sweeter if we can
rise above the realities and enmerge unscat hed.

As the year unfolds, Ml aysians have to continue to join hands to brace
thensel ves for what is likely to be a tough year econom cally. Already,
there are om nous signs that the econony of the United States is sl ow ng.
There is even talk of a possible recession, a word which went out of
fashion in the world's | argest econony 10 years ago. This will have a
significant inmpact on Southeast Asian countries which are still recovering
fromthe recent financial crisis. Since the USis Mlaysia's, and probably
the region's, single |argest export market, we cannot but be affected.

In the face of this external threat to our continued well-being, it is
important that the people set aside their differences and stand firnmy
behi nd the Governnent as it works to mnimse the inpact of a potentia
econom ¢ sl owdown. We cannot afford to stay divided. If every Ml aysian
were to cling tenaciously on to the sinple philosophy that the val ue of
life lies not inthe length of days but in the use we make of them there
i s copious hope yet that Malaysia will continue to realise its vision of a
devel oped and prosperous country. And where its popul ace lives in a unique
at nosphere of tranquility in which the nuhi bbah spirit runs strong. Let us
make this our New Year resolution and work tirelessly to achieve it.
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