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Tattered Qpposition makes BN confident of big sweep in Sarawak

Shukor Rahman

ONE can hardly bl ame the Sarawak Barisan Nasional for confidently
expecting another "big sweep” - the State Election is just round the
corner and the Opposition is still in disarray.

The DAP, which is only influential in Sibu, stepped on Keadil an's toes
when its state chai rnan Wng Ho Leng, who is State Assenbl yman for Bukit
Assek, announced that his party would contest in 13 seats - w thout
consul ti ng Keadi | an.

For instance, it is believed that Keadilan was interested in the
Padungan seat where its Stanpin Branch secretary Doni ni que Ng Ki m Ho, an
ex- DAP menber, was tipped to stand. But DAP, it seens, has other plans and
wants its State secretary Chong Chieng Jen for Padungan.

O her constituencies listed by Wong are Batu Lintang, Tanjung Datu,

Pel awan, Bukit Assek, Dudong, Bawang Assan, Maradong, Repok, Ki durong,
Kermena, Piasau and Senadi n.

DAP national chairman LimKit Siang has given Sarawak DAP the authority
to decide the seats it wants to contest. Limsaid it was also up to the
State DAP to decide whether to negotiate with Keadilan on the distribution
of seats.

In the 1996 polls, DAP won Bukit Assek, Pel awan and Kidurong but it is
left with only Bukit Assek after Kidurong assenbl yman Wng Sing Al lost to
BN in a by-election, and Pel awan assenbl yman Jason Wng Si ng Nang resi gned
fromthe party to beconme an i ndependent.

Keadil an's state liaison Youth chief Zulrosdi Mhanmed Hol said there had
been neetings anong the vari ous opposition parties such as Pas, STAR and
Keadi | an.

A former bank officer, Zulrosdi, 33, said preparations were going
snoot hly and that Keadil an was canpai gni ng fromhouse to house after
failing to obtain police pernmits to hold ceramahs. He clains that Keadil an
has about 20, 000 regi stered nenbers and that thousands attend its
gat heri ngs.

"Keadi |l an has made its presence felt fromLundu to Lawas and even in the
renote areas such as Kapit, Belaga, Ba Kelalan, U u Skrang and U u Bat ang
Lupar," he said.

Keadi | an has al so been stirring up i ssues on | and acqui sition, nepotism
cronyism corruption and non-transparency.

"Only a few hands are getting projects, and several projects such as
Mri Port and the Bakun Damare white el ephants,” said Zul rosdi.

He cl ai med that those who were affected by the RW billion Bakun hydro-
el ectric project received i nadequat e conpensati on

But Bakun Resettlenment Committee chairman Datuk Dr Janes Jenut Masing,
who handed over conpensation totalling RVB.050 nmillion to 425 residents
from 16 | onghouses at the Sungai Asap resettlenent schene recently said
t he bi ggest anmpunt paid was RML. 214 nmillion while the small est was
RMVB5, 000.

Dr Masing is also the State Social Devel oprent and Urbani sation
M ni ster, and the assenbl yman for Bal eh.

Housi ng and Local Governnent Deputy M nister Datuk Peter Chin Fah Kui
di sm ssed Keadi | an' s chances.

"Keadilan will not win a single seat in Sarawak as Sar awaki ans cannot
accept its style and politics. It harps on national issues which has
little to do with the situation in the State,"” he said.



Serdang assenbl yman Dat uk Mohamad Asfia Awang Nassar, who is also the
Speaker, has cautioned Bumi putera voters in the Central Regi on conprising
Si bu, Sarikei and Kapit Divisions against allow ng Opposition parties |ike
Pas and Keadilan to gain a foothold here.

"The objectives and struggles of both parties are not only irrel evant
but al so inpractical,"” he said.

STAR (State Reform Party) president and one-time BN Maverick Dr Patau
Rubi s hopes to see a contest for all 62 seats.

He said he still subscribes to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s concept of Bersih, Cekap dan Amanah.

STAR has al so been busy exploiting the fears and gri evances of the Dayak
community over the Native Custonmary R ghts (NCR) | and i ssue.

BN | eaders have noved fast to neutralise the issue with the State
Governnent issuing land titles and payi ng conpensation for |and acquired
for public purposes and devel opnent.

Agricul ture and Food Industries M nister Dato Adenan Satem said the
Governnent had proved its sincerity and conmitnent to increase the
profitability of land in various kampungs by issuing nore land titles to
owners.

He said the titles would ensure that | and owners had the certainty of
owner ship over their | and which they could put to good comrercial use.

The BN will also have to contend with the group of independents |ed by
forner Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha who has announced
that they will be standing in 45 constituencies. A former deputy president
of Parti Pesaka Bunmiputra Bersatu (PBB), Abang Abu left the party | ast
year.

Despite being rebuffed by several top Umo | eaders, Abang Abu said the
group had not given up on their attenpts to bring Umo to Sarawak.

"If our candidates win and we formthe State Governnment, and if by then
Umo is prepared to extend its wings to Sarawak, we and thousands of Ummo
supporters here will welcome Umo with open arns,” he said.

The issue of Umo's entry into Sarawak, he said, would be "a hidden
agenda" for nmany voters this tine. The NCR | and i ssue and the
privatisation of projects under the Public Wrks Departnent and the Land
and Survey Departnent have also fornmed the thrust of the group's
canpai gni ng.
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