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Teachers nust teach

ARE teachers still respected in our society? Generally they are but

consi dering the many bl ack sheep anong them al so because top students
prefer other and better paying jobs, the changi ng val ues of society have
taken a toll on the inage of what used to be a noble profession. Be that
as it may, besides parents, teachers do exert a crucial influence on the
children. Wiile they inpart know edge and try to encourage | earning they
al so help to mould the m nds of Malaysia' s future generation.

It is therefore fitting that the nation should honour the teaching
profession in the yearly National Teachers' Day cel ebration, when the
peopl e are reninded of the inportant role of teachers in national
devel opnent.

However, of late, there are aspects of the teaching profession which
need to be highlighted and addressed. Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has rem nded teachers that, as government staff, it is
vital they maintain their professionalism In making this tinely remn nder
he al so urged the teachers to weed out undesirabl e el enents creeping into
school s and educational institutions. The Prinme M nister pointed out that
these el ements were poisoning the mnds of students to go against the
Gover nment .

Teachers have to undergo professional training in order to teach and,
bei ng professionals, teachers should not allow their enotions to cloud
their judgnment and teaching duties. They nust be objective and no matter
how rmuch they agree or disagree with official policies and actions, their
main task is to teach the students on the subjects they are assigned for
and they should not deviate fromthis role.

They shoul d set aside their personal political beliefs when they teach
and should not bring their sentiments into the classroomand confuse the
young m nds. Teachers nust be exenplary role nodels for students. They
cannot possibly expect their students to look up to themif they allow
their sentinments to influence themin the classroom

The role of the teacher is to al so adequately prepare the younger
generation to successfully face the chall enges of the future which include
bei ng equi pped wi th knowl edge of IT. In undertaking their daily chores of
teachi ng, teachers should al ways renenber that they play a critical role
in nation building and they must therefore keep in touch with devel opnents
in T and the K-econony.

What the teachers do and how they behave in class and in the schoo
conmpound are being observed by their students. They may not be al ways
awar e of being constantly watched by students but they should make it a
point to be mndful of what they say and do.

Teaching is not |ike any other profession because if a teacher does not
sincerely care for the wellbeing and future of the students, he is
unlikely to make a good teacher, no matter how academ cally brilliant he
is. Even if a teacher is a disciplinarian and very strict with his
students who may resent himat first, his sincerity in caring for the
wel fare of his students will eventually show up

There are countl ess exanpl es of naughty students who coul d have taken
the wwong road in life if not for their teachers. Many of these students,
when they have becone adults and have families of their own, visit their
teachers and thank themfor their care and gui dance. Such an expression of
gratitude cannot be bought with noney and reflects the noble nature of the



t eachi ng prof essi on.
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