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TEACHERS ADVI SED NOT TO ABUSE PROFESSI ON

MELAKA, May 16 (Bernama) -- Teachers have been advi sed not to abuse
their position for other purposes to the extent that the i nage of the
prof essi on as whol e coul d be tarni shed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad al so said that teachers
shoul d carry out their responsibilities sincerely and in a trustworthy
nanner.

"OF utnost inportance is that the whole teaching fraternity mnust
appreciate the struggle to forma future generation that could fulfil the
religious, racial and national aspiration," he said in his nessage in the
souvenir book in conjunction with the 2001 Nati onal - Level Teachers' Day
celebrations at Dewan Seri Negeri, Air Keroh here tonight.

The theme of the celebrations this year is "Uphol ding the Teachi ng
Profession is a Collective Responsibility" and about 3,000 teachers
nati onwi de attended the cel ebrations here.

He said the governnent was concerned over the actions by a few teachers
who had used their profession to instigate or spread false information to
instil hatred anbng the students agai nst the governnent and its | eaders.

"Such negative acts by the irresponsible teachers not only tarnished
the i mage of teachers but al so spoilt the students' education," he said.

The Prime M nister hoped that such acts would stop i mediately for the
sake of the future generation and that those irresponsible teachers would
repent and appreciate their responsibility to create a future generation
that could contribute to the nation

He said teachers should al so be sensitive to the devel opnents taking
pl ace around themto ensure that they were always ready to face whatever
chal | enges.

Meanwhi | e, Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhanad, in his nmessage,
said the task of inproving the inage of the teaching profession was a
collective responsibility of all teachers.

In addition, he said everyone, including the general public, should
assist in inproving excellence in education as it played a crucial role in
Mal aysia's efforts towards beconi ng a devel oped nation by the year 2020.

He said the teaching profession was al so gai ning nore respect for
having fulfilled the trust of the people and country, to educate the
children to beconme good citizens.
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