10/ 11/ 2001

Technol ogy for right interpretation of |Islam

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Muslins should take advantage of technol ogica
advancenent capabl e of providing themwi th the right interpretation of
I slam thus strengthening their understanding of their religion.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the recent
availability of Quran in palntop formwould further encourage Muslins to
enbrace the true teachings of Islam

"This is a tremendous technol ogi cal advancenent. It seens that the
el ectronic Quran is nmuch better than the ordinary Quran as it provides
transl ati ons of Quranic phrases, in both English and Arabic.

"This will lead to a better understanding of the religion anong Muslins
and non- Muslins alike.

"Wong interpretation of |Islamanmong Miuslins has resulted in Mislins
becom ng backward and take it in their stride to venge their anger on the
world," he said, noting the irony of howthe Sept 11 terrorist attack on
the United States had sparked curiosity among non-Mislins to | earn about
I sl am

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at the | aunch of the Al-Miurshid (digital Al-
Quran) and the Islanmc Research Centre (IRC) at the Malaysian Islamc Art
Miuseum t oday.

Al - Murshi d conbi nes the Conpaq i PAQ pocket personal conputer technol ogy
with the software designed and devel oped by Frazer-Nash Research in
association with the I RC

It features conplete interactive audio recital of the Holy Quran by the
cel ebrated Shei k Mohanmed Gebril with the option to select and play any
sur ah.

O her prom nent features of Al -Mirshid include:

* prayer-time and Hijrah date calculator for any of over 1,700 cities
around the world. Astronom cal conputations will ensure the accuracy of
Adhan wor | dwi de;

* Display of the Q blat using a graphical conpass representation, which
enables the finding of a true direction to Mecca fromanywhere in the
wor | d; and,

* Multi-timezone clock functions and di splay of prayer.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said msinterpretation of
I sl am ¢ teachi ng was ranpant, especially anpbng Muslimcountri es.

"The Governnent has to correct the wong teaching of |slambecause
children in the madrasahs and pondoks are taught to hate and fight the
Gover nnent .

"This is a problemof all Miuslimcountries. They can never be stable or
devel op because everytinme they try to devel op, there are people who try to
destablise the country or overthrow the governnent.

"The people will be preoccupied with fighting anong thensel ves."
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