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TERRORI SM ECONOMWY, DI SEASE -- ASEAN FOCAL PO NTS TOVORROW

By: David Chelliah Kovilpillai

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Leaders of the Association of
Sout heast Asian Nations (Asean) will begin their seventh sunmt here
tonmorrow at which terrorism bridging the econom c gap and the fight
agai nst the spread of HHV/Aids in the region are expected to be focal
poi nt s.

The highlight of the two-day summit will be the signing of the "Asean
Decl arati on on Conmbating International Terrorisn which ains to lay the
groundwor k for joint cooperation and concerted effort to counter terrorism

The decl aration was crucial for Asean nmenbers as the economi c downturn
had been nmade worse by the terrorist attacks on the the United States, a
maj or export market for Asean countries, observers here said.

Asean di al ogue partners -- China, Japan and South Korea-- had expressed
support for the declaration on terrorismbut neverthel ess were not expected
to come up with a joint statenent on the subject, said a senior Ml aysian
of ficial

The declaration would neither nmention the US-led mlitary air strikes
on Af ghani stan nor nane Osama bin Laden as the prine suspect in the Sept 11
attacks, the observers said

Asked whether it was rather late for Asean to nmake a stand on
terrorism the Malaysian official said,"If we don't do it now and here,
then people will question our stand against global terrorism"

To anot her question whether Asean will collectively call on the US to
hal t bonbi ngs on Af ghani stan whi ch began on Cct 7, anot her Asean seni or
official said it would be difficult to make a unani nous deci si on.

"Sonme Asean nenbers are strongly aligned to the US and prefer to keep
silent while for instance Mal aysia and | ndonesi a have al ready voiced their
opposition to mlitary action,” he said.

He said Asean nenbers outrightly condemmed terrorismand vowed to
counter the problembefore it further danaged the fragile world econony.

A special leaders' statenent is also expected on H V/ Aids follow ng a
speci al session on the di sease as nooted by Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the Fifth International Congress on Aids in
Asia and the Pacific in Kuala Lunmpur in 1999.

As 1.6 mllion people are reported to be infected with the disease in
the Asean region, the objective of the special sessionis to reaffirmand
support a four-year joint action plan to conbat the spread of the disease

Asean Secretary-General Rodolfo C Severino Jr had said a regional
approach, technical expertise exchange and cost-sharing on joint research
projects woul d have added val ue and hel p menber countries reduce the spread
of the disease

The Asean | eaders will hold additional talks with | eaders from Chi na,
Japan and South Korea to enhance economc ties.

The Asean | eaders will together hold a separate "Asean+1" nmeeting with
Chi na, focusing on the proposed Asean-China free trade agreenent.

The Asean neeting with South Korea will centre on the setting up of an
i nformati on communi cati on technology fund and in its nmeeting with Japan,
will request for further cooperation with Asean.

Asean conprises Brunei, Canbodi a, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Mannar,
the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and and Vi et nam
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