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TEXT OF DATUK SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAW ' S SPEECH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Following is the text of the speech
of Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi at the opening of
the Umo Youth and Wanita assenblies at the Putra World Trade Centre here
t oday:

We offer our gratitude to Allah swt for his blessings in enabling us to
meet here today at the joint opening of the Umo Youth and Wanita
assenblies. We pray that Allah sw will guide and bless this assenbly. W
pray that our discussions and thoughts will give us insights which wll
assi st us in planning and furthering our objectives in spreading the
teachi ngs of Islam in safeguardi ng our sovereignty; in furthering the
cause of our race; and in strengthening unity of the ummah in this bel oved
I and of ours.

| would like to wel cone all delegates to the annual general assenblies
of Umo Youth and Wanita Umo. You went through a | engthy denocratic
process to be chosen to represent your nenbers. They have entrusted you to
present their views and to chanpion their cause and | hope that all of you
value this trust. | also take this opportunity to wel cone nenbers of Puteri
Umo who are attending the assenbly for the first tinme as a newentity in
the larger Umo famly.

Bef ore we proceed, let us spare a nonent to of fer our condol ences and
deepest synpathies to the fanilies of our nenbers who have passed on, in
particular, to the fanmily of Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
binti Mohd Ali and her fanmily on the death of Tan Sri Dato Ahmad Razali bin
Mohd Ali on May 16. Qur condol ences, too, for the famly of the late Dato
Hormat Rafi e who passed away on May 30. In menory of their sacrifices for
the party and country, and in nmenory of all our |eaders and nenbers who
have passed on, let us join in prayer to Allah sw that he bestows his
bl essi ngs upon them and may their souls rest anpong the faithful. Let us
together join in reciting the al-Fatihah and pray that Allah sw accepts
our recitation and dispenses the nerits we derive to the souls of our
parents, our ul amaks, our teachers, our founders and all our supporters and
Musl i m brothers and sisters who have departed. Al-Fatihah.

Umo has just marked its 55th anniversary. Today, we have 2.9 million
Mal ays and bum puteras regi stered as Umo nenbers. These are | arge nunbers.
Ordinarily, such a | arge nenbership woul d be a form dabl e and unbeat abl e
force if it could be effectively gal vanised to touch the hearts and ni nds
of our people.

But, alas, the euphoria of celebrating our 55th anniversary was
overcast and rendered all but inconspicuous because the majority of our
menbers were indulged in their own private battles for power and position
in the divisional elections. They focused their resources, energy,
brai npower and concentration on fighting each other. They diverted
thensel ves fromthe | arger and nore inperative agenda of serving our
religion, the Malay race and the country. Instead, they were so i mersed in
fighting and canpai gning for divisional posts that their vision becane
blurred and their struggle becane petty.



Al nost a year ago, | stood before you at this sane forumand | reni nded
you of the erosion in our support in the 1999 general election. | remi nded
you not to be so absorbed in bickering and in fighting, |est you mss the
forest for the trees. | rem nded you that our minds and hearts had to be
focused on maki ng an Umo-1ed victory our nmain agenda; that our success and
conti nued exi stence woul d depend on us regai ning the confidence of the
peopl e by projecting an exenplary | eadership and through sincerity in
chanpi oni ng the cause of the Malay race; that our success woul d depend on
our commtmnment to neeting the needs of the majority rather than pursuing
personal and factional interests.

W were beaten down and | ost power in Terengganu and we failed to west
control of Kelantan, yet again. Power, once |lost, is so arduous to regain
| renminded del egates that the voting patterns, in particular anongst our
Mal ay supporters, should serve as a warning alarmto jolt us fromthe
sl unber of havi ng been serenaded by the sweet |ullabies of prolonged years
of victory. Since the |last assenbly a year ago, we have faced two
by-el ections, one in the Tel uk Kemang parlianmentary constituency and the
other, in the Lunas state constituency in Kedah. W won by a nuch-reduced
majority in Tel uk Kemang. |In Lunas, we |ost.

Al'l of this should have been | esson enough for us, and shoul d have
shocked us into the realisation that it was inperative for us to redeem
Umo's inage; to nake it, once again, a strong and formnidable politica
party; to toil towards making it once again respected and feared; to
endeavour to regain the trust, confidence and support of the majority of
t he peopl e.

Yet, the conduct of nenbers during the divisional elections shows that
they have not taken seriously the | essons thrust on us. Sone of the
i ncidents during the divisional canpaigns shanmed us and only served to show
that nmenbers did not heed the remi nders and advice of the party president
and senior party |leaders. Qur advice and warni ngs were brushed off |ike
wat er running off a duck's back. Qur attenpts at preventive action proved
ineffective and we were forced to set up a Disciplinary Board to act
agai nst the reprobates anmongst us.

At a time when the party's Suprene Council and Managenent Committee
shoul d be focused on the principal agenda of race, religion and country, we
were instead forced to divert precious tine and energy to discuss
m sconduct at the branch and divisional |evels. Should our affairs be
al lowed to continue thus, then, sadly, it can only be at the expense of
Umo and the Ml ays.

Today, there is this belief anongst our nenbers that w nning divisiona
el ections guarantees fortune. It is a belief we nust elimnate. It is tinme
now for us to separate politics frombusiness. If we do not take an
unconprom sing position on this and if we are not stern and stringent in
our actions now, then, | fear, Umo's influence will erode further until
our party will be so weakened that we will |ose sight of our vision and
struggle for the Malays. |If that happens, the nation's future can only be
bl eak.

Qur large nenbership will be neaningless if Umo becones a grouping of
different factions, each with its own warlord, each with its own fiefdom
each with its own narrow agenda. Just for a nonent, |et us inagi ne how
fornmi dable Umo would be if all the resources, energy, tine, and the
deliberation and ingenuity put into devising tactics to win posts were



instead utilised in fighting our real enemies. | believe that if we were to
put this energy in confronting our opponents, there will be no politica
party in this country that can conpete with, or chall enge us.

After having fought anong oursel ves, bl eeding fromthe wounds of
battl e, weakened and worn, one wonders how can Umo still have strength. So
much tinme has been wasted and so little tinme is left before we go into
battl e again at a general election that gets nearer by the day.

Ask yoursel ves whether history will repeat itself. Ask yourselves
whet her we will share the sane fate as the Mal ay sul tanate of Ml acca after
the battl e between Tuah and Jebat. Whether one day we will again be as
easily colonised by foreigners as cane to pass in Temasek, Riau, Bentan and
Langkawi because of their in fighting. Qur future is our responsibility.
Qur success or failure is entirely in our own hands.

MALAY UNI TY

Ladi es and gentlenen, in charting the |ong-termagenda to strengthen
national unity, Umo is aware that Ml ay unity nust be strengthened first
to ensure that we becone a community that is united, with a common voice in
uphol ding the core tenets of Islam the sovereign rulers, the Ml ay
| anguage and the special rights and privil eges accorded to the bumi putra.

It is for this reason that the party's Suprene Council decided to neet with
PAS. In the spirit of Islamic fraternity with the objective of uniting the
community, Umo has taken the initiative to offer our hand in the hope that
the | eaders of the two parties can neet and di scuss i ssues facing the
ummah.

It is indeed unfortunate that this initiative for unity has hitherto
come to no avail. Umo has been served with many pre-conditions by PAS, who
are actively raising obstacles to an effort that can strengthen Ml ay
unity. Instead of focusing on Malay unity, PAS would, for exanple, rather
accommodat e DAP, al though on nmany i ssues the two parties have
irreconcilable differences. Yet, in a desperate attenpt to woo support from
t he non-Mal ay communiti es, PAS has been trying to portray a liberal stance
on various demands raised by these comunities.

PAS has for long used religion to divide and cause schi sns anong t he
Mal ays. Now their political agenda has becone nore damagi ng for the Ml ay
community. They are readily prom sing the non-Mal ay communities that they
wi Il conmpronise on the special rights and privileges of the Malays. In
pursuing their narrow political objectives, PAS has no qualns in stating
and repeating this stand to sell out the Malay race for the sake of
decei ving the non-Malay communities into supporting them

Does PAS now believe that the Mal ays should no | onger be accorded with
their special rights and privileges? Does PAS realise that the Malay race
IS the umah and that it still needs to be protected and assi sted? Lest
they forget, PAS nust renenber that their political mandate is derived
largely fromthe el ectoral support they received in states |ike Kel antan,
Terengganu, Perlis, Kedah, Perak, Selangor and Pahang in which the najority
of voters are Malay. PAS has already exploited religion to cause deep
di vi sions anong the Mal ays, let us not allow themto now forsake the Ml ays
for the sake of attracting non-Mal ay votes. PAS nmust stop its politics of
hypocri sy of saying one thing to one section of the el ectorate and
somet hi ng el se to anot her



Ever since its inception, PAS has been opposed to Umo except for a
brief period from 1973 to 1977 when they were together with us in Barisan
Nasional. It is nowtine to set our differences aside. The Mal ay agenda has
not yet been fulfilled. Umo has extended our hand of friendship in order
for the two parties to deliberate and fornul ate an agenda that is broader
than our nutual political aspirations -- an agenda for all Ml ays, to
ensure that we can devel op our comunity so that we will never be tenants
or aliens in our own | and. PAS nust realise that the majority of Umo
menbers are their brothers and sisters -- in race, religion and creed.

Bl ood is thicker than water.

Umo's door is still open to PAS. The wi ndow of opportunity to create
cooperation between the two parties has not been shut. W have extended our
hand of friendship and we continue to do so. W sincerely believe that even
if we can agree on the smallest thing, it will be a great step forward for
the ummah, the Malay community that desires unity.

NATI ONAL UNI TY

adi es and Gentlenen, the strength and resilience of a nmultiracial,
mul ticultural and multi-religious nation resides in the understanding,
tol erance and respect that the various comunities have for one anot her.
Moderati on and a bal ance between different aspirations are crucial for such
a nation state to be stable and united. This reality was all too evident at
the tine of independence, when we becane the Federation of Ml aya, and
| at er when we becane Ml aysi a.

The dark episode of 13 May 1969 was a consequence of ' Mal aysi an
Mal aysi a' dermands made by opposition politicians which threatened to
unravel our consoci ational denocracy. Lives were clainmed, property was
damaged, streets and homes ranpaged, the country was in a state of
energency and, eventually, parlianentary denocracy had to be suspended. The
recent clashes in Kanpong Medan on March 4 2001 underscores the fact that
racial and ethnic relations in Malaysia remains extrenely fragile and that
such issues are still sensitive to many Mal aysi ans.

The social contract that was agreed to by the | eaders of all the ethnic
comuni ties was achi eved through a profound conmon under st andi ng based on
the social, political and economic mlieu of the country at that tine. On
t he eve of independence, it was agreed that the non-bum puteras were to be
granted citizenship, while it was al so agreed that the bum puteras woul d be
accorded with a special position and privileges in certain areas. It is
therefore, unfortunate that those who were given rights of citizenship, and
have accrued the benefits that cone with such rights, are now attenpting to
deny the special position and privil eges of the Ml ays and buni putera which
are still needed to fulfill their intended objectives.

The soci oecononi ¢ achi evenents of the Mal ays and the ot her bum puteras
were negligible at the tinme of independence because of the discrimnatory,
di vide-and-rul e policy that was practised by the col onial adm nistration.
Conversely, the colonial administration seened to have had a soci al
obligation to the non-bum putera comunities which they had brought to
Mal aya to fulfill their discrimnatory econom c policy.

The Mal ays and ot her bum puteras were aware of the reality that the
presence of an increasi ng nunber of non-bum puteras was the consequence of
a deliberate policy by the colonial adm nistration. However, as the



agitation for independence becane a reality, not once did the Ml ays
denonstrate a raci st stance towards the non-buni puteras. On the contrary,
the decision to grant citizenship rights indicates the openness and
i nclusi veness that prevail ed anobng the Malays at the tine. At the sane tine
the Mal ays and ot her bunmi puteras asked that their special rights and
position be respected and upheld so that one day they would be able to lift
their econonic standards and be able to conpete freely with the
non- bum puteras. Wth this conmon understanding in place, it facilitated
the agreenent to all ow for independence fromthe col onial adm nistration.
The conpact between the various comunities also ensured that independence
was achi eved without raising any concerns or fear anmong the peopl e about
what was to happen to them

O late, it seens as though the agreenent between the ethnic
communities that | ed to i ndependence and an understandi ng of each other's
positions has been all but forgotten. The special rights and privil eges
that were accorded to the Malay community have been openly questioned and
chal l enged, without the slightest regard for the sensitivities of the
Mal ays. In sone people's opinion, this challenge to Malay special rights
has surfaced because of the perception that it was the support of the
non- Mal ays that enabl ed the Bari san Nasional to prevail in the 1999 genera
el ection, and therefore they are nowin the position to demand for
sonmething in return for their support.

We val ue this support. W are thankful that the majority of Mal aysi ans
made a wi de decision in supporting the party that has proven its ability to
govern efficiently, justly and equitably. However, the non- Ml ay
comuni ties ought to renenber that since the first elections in 1955, the
Mal ays have al so voted and supported candidates in the Barisan Nasional,
and its predecessor, the Aliance, who were fromnon-Umo parties. Umo
menbers worked loyally and tirelessly to ensure that candi dates fromthe
ot her conponent parties won to ensure a Barisan Nasional victory. In
supporting the non-Ml ays, the Ml ays never agitated for anything that
woul d erode the rights of the non-Mlays.

In fact, as the soci oeconom c | evel of Ml ays inproved and we becane
nmore prepared to conpete, over the years the government | ed by Umo has
gradual Iy introduced policies that are nore liberal. H story shows that in
the context of Umo's struggle, power sharing with other component parties
representing other ethnic communities has been the chosen formul a ever
since the alliance stood together for elections in 1955. The strong unity
anong Mal ays was never used to turn agai nst the non-Mal ays. Programmes to
rai se the standing of the Mal ays were i nplenented equitably focusing on
opportunities in education, enployment and busi ness w t hout taking anything
away fromthe non-Mal ays. Qur objective of inproving the |ot of the Ml ays
never resulted in interfering with efforts in the private sector to give
opportunities to the non- Ml ays.

In our efforts to strengthen national unity, we need to inplenment nore
effective integration policies and progranmes. In this regard, the
education systemis the best place to foster unity anong children so that
they will regard integration and m xing with those fromother races as
sonmething that is natural. The earlier they get to know others from
di fferent ethnic backgrounds, the nore resilient and genui ne the bonds
becone. Unfortunately, efforts towards greater integration in the education
system have been wongly perceived as efforts to erode the culture and
| anguage of the non-Ml ays by exclusively pronoting the Mal ay | anguage and
cul ture.



Umo gives its assurance and word that we have no intentions to renege
on the social contract that was agreed to by our forefathers. Provisions
for the freedomto profess one's religion, to speak one's nother tongue and
to live according to one's culture as enshrined in the Federal Constitution
will continue to be upheld and respected. UMNO understands and accepts the
need for a pluralistic approach to unity and not an approach that is narrow
or rigid.

To the Mal ays, Umo pl edges that we will continue to defend the
interests of our race. To the non-Mlays, Umo prom ses that our efforts to
uplift the Malays are not intended to oppress or marginalise them
Improving the ot of the Malays and uplifting the status and dignity of the
Mal ays remmi ns our primary and preem nent objective. At the sane tinme we
guarantee that our policies continue to ensure equality and justice for
non- Mal ays. |If we are successful in enpowering the Malays so that they
succeed, we will, at once, eradicate any suspicion or insecurity harboured
by our race. \When the Mal ays are nore assured of their standing,
cooperation and nmutual tolerance with other conmunities will al so inprove
and strengt hen.

The present Mal ay | eadership that prioritises national unity has
denonstrated an open and |iberal approach to nation building. In the
interest of creating a strong and united nation, we are now encouragi ng
greater integration in the workplace. The Governnent has stated its
intention to attract nore non-bum puteras into the public sector, including
into the police and the armed forces. We ask that the private sector, in
turn, follow suit by opening its doors to even nore buni puteras thereby
contributing to our nation building efforts.

W nmust at all tines be wary of conpl acency and guard agai nst any
action that can de-stablise the racial harnony that has hitherto existed
anong our various communities. Al though we are no | onger threatened by the
Conmuni st i nsurgency, we must guard agai nst any subversive novenents that
are bent on de-stabilising the country by inciting racial hatred and
vi ol ence. Let us not in any way stoke the fire of intolerance that can
result in the ruin of our country.

W realise that we cannot foster neaningful unity anong our people
over ni ght
-- it is an ongoing effort. It also requires objective and rati onal
thinking. Strong national unity is demanded by our nation's policies and
objectives. It is the ultimte guarantor of peace and stability in our
country in the long run

In order to intensify efforts to foster national unity, | call on the
Umo Youth, Wanita and Puteri Ummo to establish nultiracial forunms and
roundt abl es wi th our coll eagues fromthe other conponent parties of Barisan
Nasi onal . More effective and frequent programes and neeti ngs nust be held
to di scuss and deliberate on sone of the sensitive issues affecting each
community. Political activities with the participation of all ethic groups
must al so be i ncreased and encour aged.

| believe and hope that our activities and programres -- be they
reachi ng out to society, notivation building, or political education
-- can increasingly be inplenmented together as Bari san Nasional .
Such interaction will give our nmenbers the opportunity to get to know one



anot her, to understand one another and to deepen our respect for one

anot her. This cooperation will, no doubt, strengthen the bonds of
fraternity within Barisan Nasional and strengthen unity within our ranks in
preparation for future chall enges.

Umo needs to understand the chall enges confronting the party. Mpney
politics has deviated the party fromthe path of its original raison
d etre. In-fighting has diverted Umo fromits true cause. If this
situation is not addressed, Umo wi |l beconme a party that is weak and
i npot ent .

The perception that Umo is a corrupted institution nust be changed.
Umo needs to take firmsteps to restore its credibility and i nage so that
sone people no longer viewit with contenpt or disgust. Umo nust be saved
fromthe cancer spreadi ng anongst its nenbers. Umo nust work towards
regai ni ng the people's confidence. Umo and the Ml ays have al ways been
synonynmous in the annals of the nation's political history. To coin an
anal ogy, Umo is the heart of the Mal ays and the Malays are the life-giving
bl ood to ensure that the heart continues to punp. If Umo separates itself
fromthe Mal ays and the community's hopes and aspirations, the heart will
stop beating.

In this century, Umo faces voters for whomval ues and principles are
forned by differing realities and perceptions than those of the pre- and
post-Medi a period. The voters now are fromthose who have had quality
educational opportunities and are nore exposed to the realities of the
worl d. They are also nore critical of current events. They are nore
anal ytical in evaluating virtues of honesty, cleanliness, trust-worthiness
and responsibility. They are able to objectively analyse the difference
bet ween promi ses and i npl enentati on. They demand an approach, which is nore
transparent and free of what they define as abuses in the inplenmentation of
affirmative action policies to help the buni putera.

The el der generation fromthe pre- and post-Merdeka era had stronger
ties to Umo as they did not have many political choices then. On the other
hand, the younger generation today has alternatives, which allows themto
conmpare and choose. If Umo fails to understand this wave of change, we run
the risk of being perceived as a party that is cold, listless and detached.
Umo's vision will be regarded as outdated and our cause as obsolete. Ummo
will then be regarded as unable to fulfil the people's aspirations and
unable to keep up with changes in the way that the peopl e think.

Umo now faces a target group that denands a deeper understandi ng of
t he nmeani ng and perception of living in an i ndependent country on the verge
of beconing a devel oped nation. |ssues such as justice, human rights,
freedom of speech, good governance, transparency and accountability,
corporate governance, strong judicial institutions and civil society are
those that will be given greater attention.

It will take nore than just physical or hard devel opnent through
policies inmplenented by the Government to enhance the people's confidence
in Umo. Such an approach may have been suitable in the 1950s right through
to the 1970s when society badly required such devel opnent. Those were tines
when i nfrastructure devel opnent progranmes al one coul d generate the
peopl e' s support.

Today, waxing rhetorical over historical achievenments will not have a
deep inpact on the public's perception. This phase has passed. Ummo cannot
depend on approaches used in the 1950s if it hopes to survive in the 21st



century. Umo's survival depends on what the party can do now and in the
future. Qur entire political strategy, and, inplenentation of party
programres require re-engi neering.

Umo's struggle will be regarded as devoid of idealismif it is unable
to touch the hearts and m nds of, and connect with, the current and future
generations. Umo needs to be driven by ideals that are progressive, built
upon a dynam c approach, which can be accepted by the people as ideals that
they, too, share. Umo's struggle need a fresh inpetus so that it wll
continue to | ead the people's struggle which will fulfill the needs and
aspiration of the majority of Ml aysi ans.

Ladi es and gentl emen, Umo has | ong uphel d denocracy that delivers
governnents el ected by the people. This was proven when parlianentary
denocracy was revived in 1971 after being held in abeyance for 21 nonths
followi ng the incident of May 13 1969. The people's right to deternine the
government of their choice through free and fair el ections which guarantees
the right to vote in secrecy will continue to be upheld. These denocratic
practices will also ensure that the el ection process will be peaceful, free
fromfraud and will allow equal opportunities to any of our citizens who
wants to cone forward as a candi date.

A heal thy denpcracy respects the voice and the wishes of the majority.
A heal t hy denpocracy not only values a free press, but nmust be assisted by a
media that fulfils its social and political obligations in providing
accurate and tinely information without sensationalism A healthy denocracy
must be supported by non-governnental organisations that are prepared to
take collective responsibility in the creation of a civil society.

Umo al so val ues the need for an efficient and responsive governnent
admi ni stration, an econonic policy that is able to narrow the divide
bet ween the haves and have nots, a judiciary that is transparent and
i ndependent, and just and fair enforcenment of the laws of our |and.
However, in our fervour to strengthen denocratic practices, we nust not
act in haste. W nust ensure that denocratic change does not underm ne
peace and harnony. Denocracy does not nmean all owi ng rabbl e-rousi ng whi ch
can lead to violence and instability. The stability of a nation nust not be
t hreat ened and public order nmust never be conpromi sed. W nust not all ow
oursel ves to be mani pul ated by external forces pursuing their own agendas.
Vi ol ent street denonstrations are sonething that cannot be condoned.
Radi cal changes through violent revolution that can lead to the | oss of
lives must not be permtted. There is little or no meaning in changes if it
| eads to anarchy. The people and the nation will be destroyed. Al that we
have achi eved will perish. Building a peaceful, prosperous and united
nation takes a long tine. Destroying one can happen al nost overni ght.

Ladi es and gentl emren, wonen have al ways been a source of strength for
Umo. Wanita Umo have set good and admirable exanples in terns of the
| oyalty and the sacrifices nmade in our struggle. Although the ratio of
seats accorded to wonen, as candidates in the general election and
positions in government, are nuch snaller conpared with the nunbers that
t hey nmake up in Umo, the conmitment of Wanita towards the party has never
wavered. At every instance of challenge that the party has faced, nmenbers
of Wanita Umo have diligently and patiently carried out their tasks and
duties with the utnost responsibility.

The role of Wanita in garnering support for the party through their
personal and fam|ly-oriented approach is an enornous contribution that has
brought victory to Barisan Nasional candidates in general elections. Wanita



Umo has set a high standard, contributing successfully in the nation's
political arena. This is widely recognised, with the OQpposition now al so
taking enul ative steps to pronote the enanci pati on of wonmen inits
political novenent.

The spirit of sacrifice and loyalty of the nenbers in Wanita Umo
shoul d be an exanmple to all menbers of Umo. Wth the formation of Puter
Umo, wonen will play an even bigger role and be nore effective in the
party in facing the chall enges of today and the future. Puteri Umo is the
channel that will enable the wonen's novenent to be injected with new
energy and new faces that will be attracted into being active in Umo from
an earlier stage. The role of Puteri Umo will conmpl enent and conpl ete our
struggl e.

Qui de themand infuse themwith the true spirit of Umo. Lead themto
understand the val ue of our struggle and the neaning of sacrifice. The
formation of Puteri Umo is a groundbreaki ng and i nnovative solution to
Umo's desire and objective to give opportunities to the youth in playing
an integral role in the party and national politics. In addition, nmenbers
of Puteri Umo will be able to express their idealismin a politica
organi sation that forns the country's government and | eadership. Ladi es,
you are the bridge between the younger and the ol der generations. You wll
have t he opportunity, through experience, to wei gh between idealismand
reality. You will surely face nunerous chall enges. Face these chal |l enges
with fortitude. Consider each challenge as part of the process in building
one's character and maturity. Ladies, | understand the situation that you
confront. | guarantee that Umo will always stand behind you. Enhance your
appreciation of the spirit of our struggle, and the bonds of family within
Umo.

| am happy with the work and cl earer sense of purpose shown by Ummo
Youth today. It is my hope that the Penuda will raise their novenent to a
| evel where you will be |oved by your friends and feared by your foes. It
is the tradition of the Penuda to fear no challenge, to bowto no threat
and to never retreat froma fight. This is the spirit of the Umo Youth in
the front lines of our struggle for independence. To the Penuda of today,
inherit this spirit of your predecessors. Gentlenen, you nust fulfill the
enornmous potential for Penuda to be the 'stormtroopers' that will stand in
the front lines in our jihad against the enenmies of the state and the
traitors to our race

Promote Umo's struggle with val ues and nmeaning that will touch the
hearts and m nds of the younger generation at all |evels. Equip yourselves
to beconme an exanpl e of | eadershi p anongst the younger generation. Speak
with affirmati on and have courage to becone the voice of the aspirations of
the people. Serve the people by making i ssues that involve educati on,

social ills, econonmic opportunities and juvenile delinquency your
priorities. | amencouraged by Penuda's nove to formthe Angkatan Mida
Dakwah. Fill the nbsques and suraus with constructive activities that wll

hel p form nobl e and pi ous souls. Unite your ranks and build up your
defences to face any threat to the integrity of our party and our people.

Ladi es and gentl enen, the younger generation in Umo nust be taught and
led so that their belief, norality, personality, know edge and ability will
mat ure and i nprove so that they are able to be the shining hopes of the
nation, and beconme the future echel ons of | eaders ready to inherit our
party's struggle. They nust prove their commitment to the party, race,
nation and religion although they may have yet to be given any position



within the party or the Governnent. If you are strong, help the weak; if
you have wealth, share it with the poor. For those with know edge, inpart
it to those without; those well versed in religion, |ead those who require
gui dance. The tinme and nonent when you will lead the nation will eventually
arrive. Nothing is permanent in this world. Oder |eaders will rmake way for
newer, younger |eaders when the tine cones.

Those who serve with virtues of honesty and sincerity will be judged by
Al'l ah swt, who determines all. Serve with a clean heart, work with devotion
in the name of Allah sw, who had said in verse 162, Surah al An' aam
"Say: Truly, my prayer and ny service of sacrifice, ny life and death, are
all for Allah, The Cherisher of the Wrlds."

Strengt hen your personality with your faith. There is nothing nore pure
than piety and accepting the will of Allah sw. After all that we have
done, we nmust accept whatever obstacles as the will of Allah sw. Hold true
to the words of Allah and be confident of His promise, as it is said in
verse 112, Surah al -Baqgarah: " whoever submts his whole self to Allah
and is a doer of good - He will get his reward with his Lord; On such shal
be no fear, nor shall they grieve."

Be thankful to what Allah swt has given us and val ue the i ndependence
granted by Allah sw upon us. Allah sw will not take the bounty he has
given to his servants who are thankful except to those who had had brought
it upon thensel ves. "Because Allah will never change the grace which He
hat h bestowed on a people until they change what is in their own souls: And
verily Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth all things."

Enlighten us with faith that is strong, practices that are pious and a
clean heart. A strong Umo requires | eaders who are clean, trustworthy and
honest to thenselves, their famlies, their party, their race, their nation
and their religion. These | eaders will bear the torch for a struggle based
on purity and sincerity, which heeds the call of Allah and emul ates the
tradition of the Prophet, bringing true nmeaning to the i ndependence of the
nation and fulfilling the people's aspirations. Leaders who are clean will
restore the party's credibility. Such leaders will also be able to i nprove
and pronote good governance under His | eadership and strengthen
non-governmental institutions under His stewardship. They will be able to
uphol d the principles of truth, justice and equality. If the | eaders are
clean, then Umo will be clean.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, let us ask of Allah sw that our nation and our
party under the | eadership of Dato' Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad, continues to
recei ve gui dance and bl essings. Let us ask of Allah swt that our lives wll
continue to be protected and guided by Hm Let us all pray that we wl|l
avoi d that which can lead us to disbelieve in Hmor deviate fromthe true
teachings of our religion. Let us together thank the bounties Allah swt has
shower ed upon us. Toget her we ask of Allah swt that in placing tests and
obstacles in our struggle, that we performour deeds with honesty,
trustworthiness, justice and equality.

Surah al -Asr remi nds us: "By the Token of Time through the Ages, Verily
Man is in | oss, Except such as have Faith, And do righteous deeds, And join
together in the nutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy."

Wth this, we hope that all our efforts be accepted by Al lah swt. Let
us ask for his blessing by reciting the al-Fatihah. In the nane of Allah, |
now decl are open the Umo Youth and Wanita assenblies 2001.

- - BERNAMA
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