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Thai - Mal aysi a gas pi peline project will go on: Thaksin

THE 364-kmagas pi peline project |inking northern Mal aysi a and sout hern
Thailand will go on as planned as it will benefit both countries and its
nei ghbours, Thai Prine Mnister Thaksin Shinawatra said.

Despi te sonme hi ccups which could delay its inplementation, he said both
governments had agreed to put up concerted efforts in ensuring the 30
billion baht (100 baht =RMB. 53) project materialises.

"We (Thaksin and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad) did
di scuss the pipeline issue, anong ot her things.

"W agreed that the project should take off in our bilateral context. W
share the same viewregarding the matter as it will bring a | ot of
benefits to both our countries.

"Both governnments will al so work together to speed up the i npl ementati on
of the pipeline project as bei ng agreed upon under the of f shore Ml aysi a-
Thai | and Joi nt Devel opnent Area,"” he told reporters in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

The gas pipeline project, which was agreed upon by both governments in
1996, was net with contention fromsone parties in Thail and, notably the
opposition and the people living al ong the pipeline path.

Even envi ronnental groups and non-governnmental organi sations argued the
proj ect as being not environnental friendly and of high risk.

However, Thaksin said his Governnent is commtted to ensure the success
of the project, and that "we wi Il honour every contract with any country,
i ncl udi ng Mal aysi a".

As to how soon the project - which was supposed to start in 1999 - will
be i npl emented, the prem er said they were still waiting for results of
t he environnental study.

"Of course, we want it to kick off. W are just waiting for the

Envi ronnent | npact Assessnent approval ... and | think it will cone very
soon. There is al so a survey on the peopl e staying al ong the project

and we want the people to understand that the project is not harnful," he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Thaksin sai d he was gi ven an assurance by Ml aysia that the
country will not allowseparatist nmlitants, suspected of bonb attacks in
southern Thailand earlier this nonth, to operate fromits territory.

The assurance was given to himduring his two-hour nmeeting with Dr
Mahat hir in Putrajaya.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar had earlier reiterated that
Mal aysi a was not involved in such activities and instead, will cooperate
with Thai security forces to overcone such probl ens.

Several bonbs exploded in Muslimdoni nated southern Thai towns early
this nonth, causing the death of a child and i njuring dozens of peopl e.

Thai security officers blamed the attack on Musli mseparati sts.

Thaksin said | ast week Thai police would send a |ist of up to 80
suspected separatist guerrillas to the Mal aysi an police, and hoped t hey
woul d be arrested and sent for trial in Thail and.

"The probl emnowis dual citizenship. W know sone Thai citizens are
residing in Malaysia but this is not a major problem There are not many
bandits left.

"The cooperation with Mal aysi an security forces is very close ... and |
bel i eve both are at the best | evel of cooperation to avoid any unt oward
i nci dents al ong our conmmon border," he said.



As to whet her Thailand will seek Mal aysia's assistance in investigating
t he bonbi ngs, Thaksin said: "It is not too serious. There is a |l ong
hi story at our border ... but our close cooperation will solveit.
Sonetines it is not related to Musli mor Mal aysian citizens.

" Anyway, we had never accused Mal aysi an i nvol vement in those incidents.
What we are doing nowis to ascertain who was behind it."

To anot her question why he chose Mal aysia as the first country to visit,
he said Mal aysia "is Thailand' s i medi at e nei ghbour ... and there are a
| ot of conmmon issues in our two-way relations”.

Thaksi n, acconpani ed by a 71-nenber del egation of mnisters, officials
and journalists, was in Malaysia for an official one-day visit.

He was acconpani ed by one of his deputy premers, Pitak
I nt haravi ttayanan, Foreign M nister Surakiart Sathirathai, Conmerce
M ni st er Adi sai Bhot haram k, Finance M ni ster Sonkid Jatusri pitak,
Interior Mnister Purachai Pi ensonboon, and Deputy Defence M ni ster
Yut hasak Sasi pr apa.

Earlier in the day, he visited Cyberjaya and |ater met with Thai
busi ness | eaders in the capital city.

He | eaves for Vietnamthis norning.
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