15/ 10/ 2001
Thai academi ¢ wants Asean to speak out against US air strikes

T. Thant in Songkhl a

THE 10- menber countries of Asean were urged by Thai academ cs to "speak
out with one voice" against the aggressive mlitary action by the United
States and Britain on Afghani stan.

Spear headi ng the call is Chul al ongkorn University political scientist
Surat Hor achai kul , who said Thailand should play a | eading role in seeking
a unified stand with Ml aysia and the regi onal grouping to counter the
uni |l ateral attacks.

Speaking at a sem nar entitled I npacts and Options for Thailand in the
US War on Terrorismat the Thai Rak Thai Party headquarters in Bangkok
| ast Thursday, Surat said Malaysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had conme down hard on the retaliatory action by US with Canbodi a,

t he Philippines, Singapore and Thail and unequi vocal | y backi ng the stance.

Maj or | ocal dailies here reported himas saying that joint action by
Asean was urgently needed since "the United Nations was under the thunb of
the US".

"Asean nust unite to keep the balance, otherwise it will be easy for the
US to take UN resolutions for granted and attack any country US consi ders
its eneny," Surat was quoted as saying.

He al so questioned the Thai Governnent's nove to "hastily ally itself
with the US following the Sept 11 terrorists attacks without getting solid
i nformation about the terrorists who are its all eged nasterni nds".

"Havi ng read news reports of the U Tapao airbase being used by American
bonbers, | doubt if the Governnent is taking a neutral stand.

Addr essing the same seninar, an expert on Muslimaffairs at
Chul al ongkorn Uni versity, Arong Suthasart was al so quoted as questi oni ng
the true intention of the US strikes on Afghani stan.

He said that the US had declared war on countries that sheltered
terrorists, but it was unbelievable that there were no such persons in the
US as wel|.
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