24 APR 2001
Thai | and- Separ at i st
THAI LAND DOES NOT BELI EVE MALAYSI A SUPPORTS SEPARATI ST MOVEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernanme) -- The Thai Governnent does not
believe that the Ml aysi an Gover nment has supported the separati st novenent
in southern Thailand, Thai Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatra sai d today.

He said Thail and was confident that Ml aysia did not support the
movenent because it had been giving trenendous support and cooperation to
Thai l and on security nmatters in the past.

"No, Thai governnment does not believe that Ml aysia supported it," he
said at a news conference when asked by reporters to comment on Mal aysia's
statement that it did not support the separatist novenent.

Thaksin is here on a two-day visit fromtoday, his first official visit
abroad since assuming the pine mnister's post.

He i s acconpani ed by a 71-nmenber del egation of ministers, officials and
journalists, who included Deputy Prime Mnister Pitak |Intharavittayanan,
Foreign M nister Surakiat Sathirathai, Commerce M nister Adisa
Bhot har ami k, Finance M nister Sonkid Jatusripitak and Interior M nister
Pur achai Pi ensonboon.

He said Mal aysia and Thail and had good bilateral relations and
co-operation in terns of solving their security issue and they had no
probl ens on that.

Asked to conment on news reports that the separati st novenent had a
secret neeting in Ml aysia before the bonbing incident in southern Thail and
recently, he said Mal aysia and Thail and had border cooperation and it could
hel p resol ve the probl em

"There is no problemw th the Mal aysian citizens but we are stil
chasi ng those behind it (recent bonbing)," he said, adding that Thail and
woul d seek Mal aysia's cooperation to track those who had been issued with
the warrant of arrest.

Asked whether he had raised the matter during his "four-eyed" neeting
with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, Thaksin said he woul d
| eave the matter to the officials fromboth countries to handle it.

Thaksi n al so expressed confidence that there woul d be no problemin
terns of security cooperation between the two countries in future since
both countries had good rel ati onship between their respective Hone
M nistry.
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