19/ 08/ 2001
Thai |l and recei ves Sea Ganmes invitation

Patri ck Sennyah i n Bangkok

THE final invitation to the Governnents of Asean countries and their
people to attend the Sea Games in Kual a Lunpur next nonth was handed to
the Thai CGovernnment during a brief cerenmony yesterday.

It was handed by Ml aysi an speci al envoy Nawawi Arshad to Thail and
A ynpi ¢ Counci| president Jeneral Yuthasak Sasi prapha.

Thailand is the final country in the Asean Voyage of Friendship's
northern | eg which kicked off on Aug 5 from Kual a Lunpur.

The first country visited was Myanmar, foll owed by Laos, Vietnam and
Canbodi a.

Two Rakan Muda-assenbl ed |ight Zodiac aircraft and a support entourage
aboard an air force CN235 nmake up the teamwhich will return to Mal aysi a
on Aug 22 (Zodi acs) and Aug 20 respectively.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is expected to receive the
Zodi ac 9M ERA and Zodi ac 9M ERM at t he Subang air force base.

Yesterday was a near disaster for the Zodiac 9M ERA, piloted by
expedi ti on manager Abdul Latiff Endot and Mbhd Khairul Kamarudi n, when a
broken exhaust caused the aircraft's fuel consunption to increase rapidly.

Abdul Latif said he did not know how t he exhaust broke. He only realised
that his fuel gauge was declining much faster than nornal

The two Zodi acs | eft Canbodia at 10. 30am yesterday for Bangkok. Both
aircraft, which arrived here at 2pm had about 100 litres of fuel on board
which is equival ent to about five hours of flying tine.

"We cal cul ated the distance we had to cover and the rate the fuel was
declining and after taking into consideration all relevant factors deci ded
that we could nmake the journey.

"W were also not left with much choice as we only realised (the
problen) m dway and did not have any | anding strips in between," he said.

He contacted t he Bangkok international airport for priority |anding.

"The Thai authorities were very understandi ng and even diverted a Boei ng
747 aircraft which had been cleared for landing to give us priority in
consi deration of our situation,” he said, adding that the Zodi ac woul d
have probably landed in a padi field if the control tower had rejected the
request.

Abdul Latif said besides the broken exhaust, the weather was al so bad
with scattered rains and thunderstorns al ong the journey.

Meanwhil e, it was reported here by the deputy secretary-general of the
Amat eur At hl etics Association of Thailand that the country's top
decathl ete had been injured earlier in the week when the m ni bus he was in
collided with a lorry.

The injury has effectively ended Ji vavuth Janpathong's hopes of w nning
the gold nmedal in the Sea Ganes.
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