24 APR 2001
Thaksi n- Gas pi pel i ne
THAI LAND COVM TTED TO CONTI NUE M SI A- THAI LAND GAS PI PELI NE PRQJECT

KUALA LUVPUR, April 24 (Bernama) -- Thailand is comritted in continuing
t he Mal aysi a- Thai | and gas pi peline project fromSouth Thailand to
peni nsul ar Mal aysia, Thai Prinme M nister Thaksin Shinawatra said today.

He said the Thai governnent woul d honour the agreenent that had been
si gned by the provious Thai government.

"We will honour the agreenent that had been deci ded by the previous
Thai governnent,"” he told a news conference here in conjuction with his
two-day official visit to Mal aysi a.

The gas pipeline project was jointly devel oped by Petrol eum Aut hority
of Thailand and Petroliam Nasi onal Ml aysia (Petronas).

Asked when the approval for the Environmental |npact Assessment (ElA)
report woul d be obtained for the project to proceed, he said: "W will try
our best."

He said the Thai governnent would try its best to accommpdate the
project so that it could proceed if the EIA report found that it would not
be harnful to the local comunity.

"\What ever co-operation that is for the benefit of the two countries,
the Thai government will do it," he said. He declined to el aborate.

The gas pipeline project was reportedly facing uncertainity foll ow ng
protests by the |local comunities in southern Thail and agai nst the
i npl ement ati on of the project.

Thi s had del ayed t he approval the EIA report when the hearing conducted
as part of the ElIA report had been postponed several tines due to the
protests and denonstrations by certain quarters who did want the project to
conti nue.

Thaksin al so said his four-eyed neeting with Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad this afternoon touched on co-operation between the two
countries, especially bilateral relations.

He said both of them shared views on econoni c co-operation and they
would try to inprove the relation and bring it to new hei ghts.
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