18 AUG 2001
Sports-SEA (I nvitation)
THAI LAND RECEI VES SEA GAMES' | NVI TE

By: Rozai ni Ahnad

BANGKOK, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- The invitation to the 21st SEA Ganmes in
Kual a Lunpur was officially presented to the Thai governnment by a speci al
representative fromthe Ml aysi an Youth and Sports Mnistry here today.

Yout h and Sports Devel opnent Deputy Director Nawawi Arshad handed over
the invitation to the Aynpic Council of Thailand president Genera
Yut hasaka Sasi pr at ha.

In his speech, Nawawi said the 17-day expedition to five Asean nations
north of Mal aysia was nobst challenging to the participants as they had to
brave heavy rain, stormand hi gh nountai ns.

However this was an inval uabl e experience as it demanded very high
ment al and physi cal endurance fromthe partici pants who one day woul d
inherit the nation's | eadership, he said.

Yut hasaka, in his speech, said it was his hope that next nonth's SEA
Ganes woul d becone an exciting and col ourful sports carnival apart from
enhanci ng the close relations already in existence anong the Asean
nei ghbour s.

He said winning nedals was of secondary inportance as the firmties
anong the Asean nations can be further cemented through the bienial Ganes.

Thailand is the | ast Asean nation to receive the official invitation
for the 21st SEA Ganes through the Asean Goodwi || Flight Expedition 2001.

Leader of the expedition, Abdul Latiff Endot said the 9M ERA
experinental aircraft he piloted fromPhnom Penh to Bangkok yesterday
al rost ran out of fuel with 20 nautical mles | eft before | anding.

"The (pl ane's) exhaust had sone damage and this caused the fuel to run
dry fast," he said.

He said the plane had only sonme three m nutes supply of fuel left but
the aircraft and anot her plane piloted by Mhd Khairul Kanmaruddi n managed
to land safely at the Royal Thai Air Force base here.

Both aircrafts will |eave for home on Monday and they are expected to
|l and at the Royal Malaysia Air Force (RVAF) base in Subang on Wednesday.

Abdul Latiff said the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad was
expected to welcone the two aircrafts and participants of the expedition
t hat had toured nine other Asean nations since | ast nonth.

The Asean Goodwi | | Flight Expedition 2001 which invol ved two Rakan Muda
Zodi ac experinental aircraft had flown over alnpost 8,000 nautical mles to
extend the SEA Ganes invitation to the other nine Asean nations.

The goodwi || expedition was |aunched by Dr Mahathir last July 14.
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