08 SEP 2001

THAKSI N RETURNS HOVE AFTER BRI EF VI SIT TO MALAYSI A

SEPANG Sept 8 (Bername) -- Thai Prine Mnister Thaksin Shinawatra | eft
for hone tonight after a brief visit at the invitation of his Ml aysi an
counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to witness the openi ng cerenony
of the 21st SEA Ganes in Kuala Lunpur.

He left on a special aircraft fromthe KL International Airport here.

Thaksin, who arrived here this afternoon, was acconpani ed by M nister
of Commer ce Adi sai Bodharam k and ei ght governnent officials.

He earlier had talks with Dr Mahathir. The two | eaders di scusssed
i ssues of common concern such as using the ringgit and baht, instead of the
US dollar, for trade between the two countries.

They al so di scussed the RMB billion joint gas pipeline project fromthe
Chakerawal a Gas field in the Gulf of Siamto Peninsul ar Mal aysi a bet ween
Petronas and the Petrol eum Authority of Thailand (PTT).

Thaksin wi tnessed the opening cerenony of the SEA Ganes at the National
St adi um bef ore returni ng hore.
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