21 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
THE ABUNDANTLY RI CH TO BE BARRED FROM CONTESTI NG FOR POSTS, SAYS PM

JITRA, April 21 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the abundantly rich will be barred fromcontesting
for inportant posts in the Umo branches and di visions.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this was to ensure that the
practice of noney politics was curbed in the party.

Openi ng the Kubang Pasu Umo division' s del egates’ neeting here, Dr
Mahat hir said he was concerned that they would al so use their positions to
further enrich thensel ves.

"They think that if they secure positions, they will also obtain
facilitation fromthe governnent," he said.

He felt that the nove by some to contest for the posts of division and
branch heads, anobng others, was to secure contracts for the inplenmentation
of government projects.

"W will make sure in the Suprene Council that division heads are not
to be awarded any contracts," he said.

He said that division heads who still secure contracts after this and
use their riches for personal interest would be blacklisted.

Dr Mahathir said that their activities would be monitored and it woul d
al so be ensured that they do not have a chance to secure governnent
contracts.

This, he said, was not to nmake Umo a party of destitutes but nore
inmportantly to ensure that Umo was a clean party.

The prime minister said that the nove was not an obstruction for the
Mal ays to acquire wealth but they could do so even though they were not
Umo | eaders.

He said that the governnment was striving to produce many nore weal t hy
Mal ays in the country.

"They (the Malays) will still be able to enjoy wealth even though they
are not | eaders," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed regret over the action of sonme party |eaders
who even resorted to roping in opposition nenbers to ensure victory in
di vi si onal el ecti ons.

He said that he had been told of such tactics which had been adopted in
several divisions.

He believed this could have happened because the opposition nenmbers
i nvol ved were still listed as Umo nenbers.

The prime mnister said he was al so prepared to step down when the tine
comnes.

Even when no | onger hol ding any posts, he said, he would still give his
support to Umo, the party he | oves.

"I will have to give my support to those who have earlier given ne
their support," he said.

Dr Mahathir issued a rem nder that the political power of the Ml ays
wi t hout economic strength would still not guarantee their security.

As such, he said, the Ml ays nmust enbrace and uphold the val ues and
culture of the race

Such val ues and culture in Umo had eroded gradually while corrupt
practices were slowy taking root, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in contacts with various | evels of society
i ncludi ng acadenmics, it was found that they have negative views of Unmo.

He said that if this negative culture was allowed to be ingrained in



Umo, then the future of the Malays would be difficult.

"We cannot possibly win the elections nerely on the support of Umo
nmenbers, " he said.

The prime minister said that Umo needs the support of not only the
party nmembers to ensure continuous victory but also of those outside who
wer e synpat heti c.

He said that Umo would remain as a strong party and conti nue to draw
interest if its | eaders and nmenbers were to uphold nobl e val ues and
cul ture.

The people, he said, do not want the country to be | ed by those who
secure positions through their wealth.

"The party will be destroyed if there are problematic | eaders and those
resorting to corruption,”™ he said.

Dr Mahathir said that justice also would not prevail in the country if
corrupti on was ranpant.

Dr Mahat hir won the post of division head unopposed.
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