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The “hot property' nust be clean

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

IF the test of |eadership is to performwell in a crisis, one or two Umo
| eaders have failed (even in a mnor crisis) mserably, | amsorry.
Publilius Syrus said nore than two thousand years ago that "anyone can

hol d the hel mwhen the sea is cal nt.

He who wants to govern others nust first be the master of hinself. How
can he if he is beholden to so nany peopl e?

The next Prime Mnister we get is the country we get.

In Anerican political term nology, "hot property" is an attractive
candi date (for whatever post, nornmally presidential), as seen by his
patron or his political sponsors and supporters. In one word, he is a
cormer.

At the KLSE, it is an | PO which is oversubscribed and hi ghly sought
after.

So who is the hot property "waiting in the wings"? According to the
Sunday Tines diarist he is Y.B. Muhammad Tulus. | agree with himthat Y.B
Muhammad Tulus is the hottest upcoming political property on the Ml aysian
hori zon, unless circunstances change drastically.

Y. B. Muhanmad Tul us believes in the politics of inclusion, not
exclusion, a new politics of neaning;, a new Mal aysi an ethos. He has nmde
the practice of politics respectable, worthy of Thonas Burke's definition
of a politician; "It is the business of a politician, who is the
phi l osopher in action, to find out proper neans towards these ends, and to
enploy themwith effect.”

Y. B Muhammad Tulus is a far cry fromthe derogati on of what Shakespeare
says in Richard Ill, "merely a politician, and studied only his own ends",
whi ch nmany voters and younger nenbers of Ummo believe is the case with
Y.B. Zig Zag, the outcone of a survey conducted by a private pollster.

Burke was an English parlianentarian in the nineteenth century, not to
be confusedwi th the statesnman and phil osopher Ednmund Bur ke whose
Refl ecti ons on the French Revol utions, was one of his popul ar works.

In the Mal aysi an context, Y.B. Mihammad Tulus is a celebrity, a public
figure whereas Y.B. Zig Zag is a nere political figure, an office hol der,
a professional politician, a technician w thout ideology nor commtted to
anyone el se except to hinmself; as an old politician, he knows enough ropes
to hang hinself - politically speaking.

| admire President doria Macapagal - Arroyo who ruthlessly nipped in the
bud an attenpt to seize power by supporters of her jailed predecessor,
Joseph Estrada, after they failed to win the backing of the mlitary. She
then visited Estrada in his maxi numsecurity jail!

Estrada, Al Gore and Abdurrahman Wahid were early supporters of the so-
call ed reformasi novenent in our country and | ook what has happened to
Estrada and Al Gore. Abdurrahman is fighting for his political life. Al
CGore has di sappeared into oblivion, last reported to be teaching
journalism Estrada is accused of plundering his nation and Gus Dur,
Abdurrahman' s ot her nanme, has been censured by Parlianment for the second
time over two corruption scandals, bringing hima step closer to possible
i mpeachnent .

The noral of the story is, don't neddle in other people's affairs when
you can barely nanage your own housekeepi ng and the general state of your
nation is in tatters.

Arroyo said, "I was hoping they (the anti-governnent forces) would act



(to seize power) so | could crush them" Strong and brave words froma
smal | worman who appears to want to be the "Filipino Ms Thatcher"”.

| hasten to say that Dr Mahathir's government is the nost tolerant in
Asean agai nst street protesters (until the recent arrests by the police of
organi sers of street denonstrations) even though many of the denonstrators
and their | eaders passed the linmts of tolerance a long tine ago.

They had inflicted fear, terror and anxiety on the people every weekend
during the past three years.

There is, as Tony Blair warned British protesters recently, "a right way
to protest in a denocracy and there is a wong way". |In our experience, it
is the wong way and for the wong reason.

In Mal aysia, street denonstrations had not only hurt small business but
had tarni shed the i nage of denocracy. Denpcracy is not a licence to do
what one |ikes. Maybe peaceful protest is a vital part of our denocratic
process but if it is repeatedly held to keep alive "spurious causes", | am
against it.

The CGovernment at |ong | ast gave the police "total backing" against
anti -government denonstrations organised by the "fanatic fringe". The
public rallied behind the police.

In Malaysia, unlike in the United States, a denpnstration is not a
denonstration but a show of political mght and an offensive. The
denonstration - |like the March on Washington in 1963 - was a noral protest
agai nst racial segregation and by nightfall the denpbnstrators departed for
their hones; it was a powerfully noving peaceful event, held not to
support a person or an icon, but to support a civil rights Bill

The Keadil an and other Qpposition |leaders, | amsure, realise that. |
find it strangely heartening that the behavi our or ni sbehavi our of the
denonstrators has danaged the "causes" they have been espousi ng, through
overkill.

The condemmati on of street denonstrations and protests, though |late, by
Dr Chandra Muzaffar, deputy president of Keadilan, is wel cone.

The denonstrators and protesters may be nuddl ed and naive in the main,
but a few are every bit as nal evol ent as painted by the police. They
cannot hope to topple the Governnent via street denonstrations unless they
can get the w dest possible public opinion along with them 1 don't
bel i eve they can.

Here is ny two cents' worth of advice to the Qpposition. Street
denmonstrations, picketing and sonetinmes direct action do not achieve a
change. Instead, a picture that they are arrogant, childishly irrationa
and a great nuisance is conveyed to the rakyat who are sick and tired of
interruptions during the weekend.

Why shoul d the denonstrators nmake the Opposition | ess credi ble while,
posturing about denocratic process, they al so condone illegal assenblies?

If Umo (and MCA, too) stopped engaging in a bout of internecine
i ntrospection, the Opposition - DAP and Keadilan in particular - could
have become MCA's (DAP) and Umo's (Keadil an) secret weapons.

The Opposition always tal ks about transparency, denocratic process, and
fairness. Have the opposition parties exam ned their own records about al
this in their party nmanagenent?

The Opposition has cone across in many people as less than fair - in the
case of DAP to their handful Malay and nunerous | ndi an nenbers and
Keadil an to the non-Mal ays? Are their nmeetings and el ections as
denocracti c and open as Umo' s?

Any political party that | acks transparency and a strong direction in
Qpposition, will not inpress the voters to vote theminto office. They
have tine left to correct that inpression, but they won't because they
can't. Their |l eaders' mnds no | onger watch ideol ogi es because their



t hought s appear to be concentrated on thensel ves!
The Opposition's mistake (and a continuing one) is to treat al

governnent | eaders as norons - well, a few are. But, in any government we
have to have sone foolish persons and they also exist in the Opposition
O herwi se, politics will be infuriatingly dull. Politics, too, nust be

spiced with the presence of jokers.
In Putrajaya |lives a bonoh whose decision, as it were, can nake the

weat her, and if he is strong enough, change the climate, too. | wll treat
himgingerly, if | were an opposition politician.
VWhen the tine is propitious, | amsure, he will unveil a series of

political proposals which will alter the inage of the Governnment anong the
voters, old and new.

VWhat ever happens, Umo nust return to the battlefield, or turun padang
as the Kok Lanas fol ks say.

Learn from Marshal Foch's heroic nessage during the Battle of the Marne
in 1914, "My centre is giving way, ny right is retreating; situation
excel lent, | shall attack!"

The worl d woul d not have renenbered Foch's words had he not been right.
The nmessage made an eventual Allied victory inevitable.

Li ke Foch, Umo and Dr Mahat hir have no choice but to attack. But such
an offensive is winnable only if they have a coherent strategy to persuade
the electorate to return to the fold.

( END)
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