11/ 05/ 2001
The chal | enges after 55 years

Shansul Akmar

Pl CTURES of pre-independence politicians giving fiery anti-col oni al
speeches in villages surrounded by rubber plantations can warmthe hearts
of many, especially the romantics.

A gem woul d i ndeed be the one which had Datuk Onn Jaafar cycling to
renote places in Johor, part of his journey in setting up Umo and
fighting for the nation's independence.

Then there are those photographs of Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra decl aring
"Merdeka" and, later on, his trips to the various parts of Ml aya and the
Borneo States to pursue the formation of Ml aysi a.

Nowadays, bicycles are nostly for sports or school children. Many rubber
pl ant ati ons have been repl aced with massive buil dings while those in
existence are travelled within by notorised vehicl es.

If the yardstick of success is to be based on structural changes, Umo
has contributed nuch to it.

If it is based on inproved living standards conpared with the early
years, Umo can go strutting about it.

I ndeed, since the formative years of Umo in 1946 through i ndependence,
it has provided the | eadership, first with the Alliance and now the
Bari san Nasional, in shaping the nation.

It has the right to stake its claimto the progression of the nation,
froman agricultural backwater into a regional industrialised powerhouse

The evolution of the nation is consistent with the path journeyed by the
Umo | eader shi p.

Take Datuk Onn for exanple - the nan who worked hard on the idea to
unite Mal ay organi sati ons under one unbrella, Umo, and the one who
sparked the idea of an independent Ml aya

Tunku, who took over, concluded the task and rightly deserved the Bapak
Kenmer dekaan t ag.

But his successor, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, had a different role as the
nation's struggl e had taken on a newer di nmension.

Wth the rule of the country firmy in the hands of Ml aysians, it was
time to enjoy the fruits of the | abour

Razak | aid the foundations for econom c opportunities and, at that
stage, agriculture and natural resources were the backbone.

H s successor, Tun Hussein Onn, pursued Razak's efforts further and by
the tinme Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad took over, things had i ndeed
changed for the nation.

No | onger could the nation be dependent on its natural resources
entirely and Mal aysi a enbarked on heavy industries, apart from beconi ng an
aggressive player in nulti-lateral trading.

Umo, and the rest of the nation too, changed. Froma rural Ml ay
entity, it becane nore urbane and sophi sti cat ed.

Its struggle took a major |eap forward.

If it started as the frontliner in breaking the shackles of colonialism
then defending the freedomand inevitably consolidating its ranks, the
1980s were definitely a time when the party took a different di nension.

It was a period to pursue success and to enjoy the benefits which cane
fromthe struggles of the founding fathers.

Success came like a rush and that, too, is sonething Umo can claimto
have a maj or hand.

But wealth and material inevitably becanme the yardstick of soci al



st at us.

And both can be obtained not only through hard work but al so, or
especi al ly, power.

It was during this stage, when Umo and the rest of the nation were
swimring in the success, that the noney politics hydra spread its
tentacl es on the party.

There was no real sense of responsibilities. The country was doi ng wel |,
threats of neo-colonialismwere perceived as nere paranoia and the only
struggl e sone of the new Umo peopl e were caught in was how to secure
positions.

Wth that, noney is used to get power which, in turn, begets nore noney.

The 1993 party el ections saw the use of noney reachi ng a nauseati ng
| evel that the party elders had to convene a special general assenbly the
followi ng year nerely to address the cancerous di sease.

It has not stopped as the recent party divisional elections showed.

To quote Dr Mahathir:

"I have pl eaded, threatened and cried, but it does not seemto take
effect.”

Such is the frustration faced by the party president that he seened to
be at a loss to get party nenbers to stop the practice of noney politics.

And that is actually the main threat faced by Umo as it reached its
55t h year of existence.

The party el ders of today are trying to get nenbers to go back to the
basi cs, which in short nmeans re-di scovering the val ues of the struggles of
t he past.

The Umo | eadership realises that the party has conme through a ful
circle of existence and it is finally able to | ook around proudly at the
success enjoyed by the nation.

But it is the very success which it had fought and struggled so hard for
that seens to be eating it up now.

It is no | onger about pursuing success for Umo of today. It is about
nanagi ng success.

If it can't deal with that, the success it achi eved should be read as
its failure.

( END)
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