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SO THEY all rolled over and one fell out; there were four in the bed when
t here shoul d have been only three. DAP really ought to quit the opposition
alliance which in the first place beggars belief: The Chi nese-based and

| ed party does not believe in an Islamc puritanical theocratic state. Did
it mtter? No. what was nore i mportant in 1999 was the tenporary coalition
of political ambitions.

Very soon, the BN copycat Barisan Alternatif will be left only with
three Mal ay-based and | ed parties: Pas, Keadilan and Parti Rakyat. Then
two, after Parti Rakyat is absorbed by Keadil an.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned, |i ke Lee Kuan Yew and Ji ang Zemni n, has
always cited the inmportance of political stability over everything el se.
As a result on a post-colonial map where poverty, corrupti on and human
ri ghts abuses have waged an endl ess war of attrition on vision, Ml aysia
and Si ngapore stand out.

Nati ons whi ch have obtusely adopted the Western political nodel - the
Phi | i ppi nes and | ndonesi a are good exanpl es. Wil e they enjoy freedomand
"denocracy", their people are poor; the countries are politically unstable
and their econonies are in a state of chaos.

In contrast, we and Si ngapore, though denocratic are prosperous, stable,
and devel opi ng faster than any ot her Asi an nati on because both nations are
rul ed by patriarchal | eaders with visionary i deali smwho were and are
driven by a desire to create new, progressive societies

Only the Al mghty coul d have hel ped us had t he Opposition bizarrely-
arranged, won the [ ast general election. It didn't.

As wi dely predicted, the marri age of conveni ence woul d not | ast, and now
it is on the brink. The final stage of the DAP-Pas divorce is about to
occur. Soon enough, DAP and Pas will go their separate ways.

| do not believe LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh will be able to resol ve
theirreconcil abl e i deol ogi cal differences with the unconproni si ng Pas
| eaders and the unappeasabl e nmul | ahs.

The fervently fanatical |slanm sts have al ways believed that it's their
destiny to rul e Mal aysi a, scrupul ously according to Quranic tenets and t he
sayi ngs of the Prophet. Their aimis the crucial issue, besides which al
other issues pale. Atotal inposition of Syariah | aw and that the ultinmate
power rests with the ulama i s not negotiabl e.

Mal aysi ans may think Pas and its foll owers are del udi ng t hensel ves i f
they think the el ectorate at |large - the non-Ml ays and noderate Ml ays -

i s desperate enough to turnto their puritanical Islamc vision

For sure, there are enough Ml aysi ans who have hi gher priorities just
now t han t aki ng the hypot heti cal position on the notional prospects of a
puritanical |Islanmc theocratic nation

Pas has run Kel antan for the nost part of 44 years since Merdeka, and
now Ter engganu. By contrast, DAP has never ever run anything, nor even a
| ocal council.

The only hope of solid and | asting peace between DAP and Pas is
separation. The Opposition Alliance began with hopes, | always thought,
unrealistically high, but for Pas and Keadi |l an t he cooperation wi th DAP
and the minute Parti Rakyat represented a bi g advance.

For DAP it was di saster and cat astrophe. The Chi nese voters puni shed the
party nercil essly by abandoning it because of its opportunistic volte-face
when it deci ded on cooperation with the Islanists and nul |l ahs.



Pas, whi ch has gone through the baptismof fire, is now convinced nore
than ever that its version of Islamis the only way forward for Mal aysi a.

| do fear, | really do, that if the Pas hardliners find the denocratic
means to convert Ml aysi a cunbersome and too slowfor their Iiking, they
will opt for Algerian-style jihad.

DAP must wi thdraw fromthe Pas-1ed and doni nated Qpposition Front for
good, and leave its future to the Mal ay-based parties. Pas has gi ven DAP
and its il k a cl ear message about what it prefers and whomit enbraces.

DAP should nowgo it alone and be itself again. It can't go on being a
Pas poodl e. Nowthat DAP has finally woken up, it should find ways to make
up for its failure to bark earlier.

Umo and BNwi Il attenpt to bury Pas intellectually and el ectorally by
maki ng t he anci ent religi ous dogma known to the young el ectorate and t he
voters who do not know it.

I n the next general election, the party which deserves towinwll be
t he one that can successfully enthuse and capture the i nagi nation of a
wi de range of Mal aysi ans.

The battl e between Umo and Pas has real |y begun in earnest. Pas'
chal |l enge i s to persuade Mal aysi ans, not just Malays, that it is not an
extrem st party, that it can be trusted even by the infidels (what a
t ask).

For the ruling party the task is to persuade everyone that it has
cleansed itself. It nust be able to flesh out interesting i deas and
pol i ci es on educati on, econony, health, |awand order, and present the
el ectorate wit h candi dates of substance as potential mnisters, |eaders,
| egi sl ators and guardi ans of peace and justice.

The country can contenpl ate the scal e of challenge that |ies ahead if
Pas wins. | do not believe Pas will energe a viable force at the next
el ection, but thereis an urgent need for Umo to think seriously of all
t hose who refused to endorse BN at the polls in 1999.

If it does, it may well point the way to a recovery and a resilient
future.
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