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THE I ndian comunity's dilemma A LITTLE nore than half a century after its
i nception, the MC appears to be at the crossroads.

Its achi evenents are being critically exam ned by the Indian conmrunity
whi ch has taken a few hard knocks politically and otherw se recently.

The hal cyon days nay be over for the party which has nursed and nurtured
I ndi ans to varyi ng degrees of success since the 1940s.

After a fairly good run as the only party exclusively representing
I ndians in Governnment, the M C is being besieged by an unexpected sl ew of
pr obl ens.

To be sure, the MC has nany feathers in its cap for a job well done
over the years when the dynamics within the community were far sinpler
with ready and easy solutions in sight for its woes.

But with tine, problens faced by the party have becone far nore conpl ex
with answers not as forthcom ng.

Judgi ng by the | ook of things within the community, the third nost
seni or Bari san Nasi onal conponent and foundi ng partner of its forerunner,
the Alliance, has its work cut out.

From any perspective, the outl ook does not seemvery bright politically,
econom cally or socially at this point for the comunity, one of the
smal | er ethnic groups in Ml aysi a.

At a nere eight per cent of the population, Indians as a comunity are
an enigma. It is difficult to state their exact position in society.

They have done exceedingly well in some sectors but |anguish in others.

For exanple, slightly nore than 30 per cent of all nedical practitioners
are Indians, the ratio dipping a shade below in the | egal profession. For
generations, |Indians have al so been synonynmous with teaching.

They are also a force to reckon with in sports where they have nade
their mark with distinction despite their smaller nunbers.

Many trade unionists hail fromthe community, the novenent in the
country having virtually been founded by Indians. This is hardly
surprising as |Indians have al ways predoni nated the working class, often to
their detriment.

The figures, however, are not as pleasant when it comes to certain other
aspects of life.

Gangsterismw thin the community is at an all-tinme high. The crine rate
anong I ndians is grossly disproportionate to their nunbers with nearly 50
per cent of all gangster activity nationwide attributed to Indians.

To its credit, the MC has started a programme to fight this nenace by
hol di ng seni nars and wor kshops for Indian youth in the hope that this will
keep themon the right path.

Its Yayasan Strategik Social, the party's social arm is |looking at a
RV2.7 mllion allocation annually this year and the next to spearhead the
pr ogr anme.

Overall, the party has asked for RM2O nmillion fromthe Governnent over a
five-year period to carry out a conprehensive programre in this respect.

Education is an equally pressing i ssue. Questions, w thin and outside
the conmunity, are being asked on whether Tami | schools are a boon or bane
for Indians.

An equally vexing issue is the possibility of a reduced quota for non-
Bum puteras in universities in future. This is cause for concern, given
the fact that chances anong |Indians for tertiary education could further



di minish, given their already small nunbers.

I ndi an graduates are finding it increasingly difficult to find proper
enpl oynent with some being jobless for nonths after graduati on.

The issue of Tam| schools is close to Sany Vellu's heart. He has
consistently maintained that they are the |ifeblood of the community,
pointing to the fact that new Tam | schools are no different facility-w se
fromnational -type school s.

Some are wired with up-to-date anenities to boot, says the Wrks
M ni ster.

He has al so insisted that the quota for non-Bum puteras remain. The
party youth wing at its annual assenbly |ast week al so di scussed the need
for Indian applicants to universities to be allocated courses that could
| and j obs later.

Its | eader Datuk Nel son Renganat han conpl ai ned that sone top | ndian
students were non-starters in the job nmarket because of the obscure
courses they studied.

On its own, the party has set up several educational institutions to
spur achi evenments anong | ndi an youth. Notable anong themare the Tafe
Col I ege in Serenban which is in operation and the Asia Institute of
Medi ci ne, Sci ence and Technol ogy i n Seneling, Kedah, which will take off
t he ground soon

Fears are al so bei ng expressed over the possible narginalisation of
I ndi ans in both the econonic and social sectors.

Indians own only 1.5 per cent of all equity in the country representing
RV billion, 44 years after independence.

Whil e the other communities have nmade nmajor strides in this respect, the
I ndi ans have obvi ously | agged behi nd.

Under the Qutline Perspective Plan which provides guidelines for
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent over the next 10 years, Indians are
projected to double equity ownership to three per cent by 2010.

But will Indians be able to find sources of |oans for these shares?

In an imedi ate reaction to this, the MC has asked Perbadanan Nasi ona
Berhad to set up a special unit to help the community increase its share
of national wealth

Samy Vel lu has indicated that the party will be hel ping nearly 10, 0000
I ndi an busi nessnen, especially mni-market owners, netal traders,
restaurant owners and ot her entrepreneurs, buy nost of the shares nade
avai l able to them

The party will al so keep track of devel opnents affecting Indians under
the Eighth and Ninth Mal aysia Plans through a special body to be set up

Sceptics say the whol e i ssue of doubling equity ownership in nine years
may be only a pipe dream pointing to the fact that the conmmnity took
many decades to reach its current status.

A comon conpl ai nt anmong I ndian youth is the |ack of business
opportunities which are often few and far between. The current economc
downturn is not doing the comunity any good either

The party's reaction to this problemhas been to ask the Amanah | khti ar
Mal aysia to extend | oans of up to RM20,000 to at | east 1,000 people
interested in setting up snmall businesses.

Many | ndians are urban squatters with generations perpetuating the
fam ly | egacy of poverty.

The Taman Medan i ssue was proof of how nenbers of a depressed segnent of
the community reacted under extrene pressure. The outconme of that
particularly unfortunate episode is now a part of history.

Sonme are worried that there may be other simlar episodes nationw de
waiting to explode. Only time will tell if the pre-enptive neasures being
considered will work in the long run to prevent a viol ent outpour of



enot i ons.

Sany Vel lu says the Governnent is positive toward suggestions that | ow
cost flats be built in situ for squatters. A start is being nade in Taman
Medan where a rel ocation exercise is being carried out as part of social
restructuring.

The issue of nmonthly wages for estate fol ks where the comunity is over-
represented at 50 per cent is another thorn in the side of the community.

Despite substantial rural-urban mgration, 30 to 40 per cent of Indians

still live in the estates eking out a living, with prom ses of nonthly
wages remai ning just that.
About 50 per cent of the estate workforce is still Indian whose chances

at upward nobility is at best renote.

No thanks to migration patterns, sonetinmes due to fragnentati on of
estates, Indians are increasingly finding thensel ves on the politica
peri phery.

After years of being a vote bank for the Alliance and Bari san Nasional,
purely on the strength of their numbers in rural areas, the community is
losing its inmportance.

Dilution of Indian concentration in estates is costing the comunity
dearly with Indian voters no | onger the deciders in close contests.

An el ection |l oss for the M C woul d have been unt hi nkabl e a decade ago.
Yet, the MC lost in the Lunas by-election | ast year

In any di scussion on the state of affairs within the community, nost
eventually arrive at the question of whether the party and Sany Vel lu have
done enough for the community.

Have the M C and Sany Vel lu been judged fairly in this respect?

Al'l things being equal, would the community have devel oped, as it has to
date, without the M C or Sany Vellu? Have the two made a di scernible
difference in the destiny of |ocal Indians?

Some argue that progress being a constant, the comunity woul d have
continued inproving itself, regardl ess of which party represented them or
who was in the saddl e.

O hers attribute the current state of the comunity to Sany Vellu's
singular effort to inprove its lot.

H s gutsy approach to problenms within the community has earned the
respect of many, even those in the opposition.

Few wi || contest the fact that the colourful |eader, known for his
enotional outbursts when it conmes to Indian issues, is a go-getter.

He is always ready to literally go to war with any quarter to protect
his "flock"” and their interests.

It is said that he is not shy about raising mtters relating to Indians
at the weekly Cabi net neeting presided over by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad.

Weekly representation to the Governnent is a strong point which Sany
Vel | u touts whenever necessary to prove the MC s worth to the conmunity.

This is really the MC s strong suit, an indication of the fact that the
M C has the Prine Mnister's ear.

Sanmy Vellu's failure is probably the fact that he has never quite
rel egated real authority to subordinates, preferring to be a hands-on
| eader.

This has led to his larger-than-l1ife i mage, naki ng hima bigger target
for detractors. But then that is the reality of political life.

( END)



	The Indian community's dilemma (NST 19/05/2001)

