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The nocking of a killing
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THERE was a gemof an advertisement put up by Petronas for Hari Raya.

A boy and his sister wal ked al ong a stretch of beach waiting for their
fisherman fat her who had gone out during the nonsoon and had not returned
as prom sed. The boy, shout ed onbak jahat, basically, calling the waves
cruel for not allowi ng his father to return. Then he deci ded to baca doa
(pray) to God, asking for divine interventionto bring his father back

The boy's doa was nmakbul (fulfilled) and t he father returned.

As they cel ebrated his return by havi ng nasi ayam (chicken rice) at a
village stall, the boy noticed a news report on tel evision about the
plight of refugee children, either in Afghanistan or Pal estine. That |ed
to the boy to baca doa again, and this tine around, he prayed for the
fathers of those children to return and be able to cel ebrate Hari Raya
with them

For many, such a depiction would surely tug their heartstrings. But the
i mages displayed in the adverti sement conjure nuch sense of being glad for
whatever little one may have in his or her life, if arrogance and ego did
not get into the way.

That was for Hari Raya. For Christmas, a local English daily decided to
put on its front page a report of a plot to assassinate Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and hi s deputy Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi . It grabbed nmuch attention, be it that of fellowjournalists from
ot her nedia, politicians or other nmenbers of the public.

Sone reacted di sbelievingly while others seenmed to gi ve much wei ght to
it. But the reactions fromthe Prime M nister and the police to the report
seemto reflect that the report may very well be a conmedy of error

As it is, top police personnel seenmed to be in the dark about it though
the daily quoted sources fromthe force

Dr Mahathir's reaction on the report is quite anbival ent especially for
one purported to be on the hit list of an assassination plot.

Wi | e newspapers are known to have got things wong, it is the disbelief
of such report which is of interest.

However, if such a report was highlighted two or three years ago, it is
doubtful that the nation, if not all, at |east half of it, would have
taken it seriously. The question is why such opposing reactions event hough
the time frame is only over three years?

It is believable then because the nation at that tine was trapped in a
vi ci ous and aggressive political uncertainties. It was a ti ne when street
dermonstrators are taken as brave people, not only by sone of the | ocals
but al so by a | eader fromthe US

Event hough many of the protagonists deni ed they were pronoting viol ence
and hatred, their mannerisns speak otherwi se. In fact then, even Dr
Mahat hir hinsel f did not dismss the promotion of hatred and calls for his
bl ood bei ng nade by his political enenies.

That was then. Much water had fl owed under the bridge and today, despite
t he conti nuous promotion of politics of hate, no one woul d want to be
associated with the idea of pronoting political assassinations.

No doubt, the Septenber 11 tragedy contributed nuch to this. On the
converse, | eaders of political parties are definitely aware that using
hate for political expediency can only last for as | ong as the furnace
burns.

And t he hate furnace does not burn very long. Political |eaders in



Mal aysi a are very nmuch aware of this. Wiile they try to ensure that the
hat e continues to burn, issues are being sought to keep their political
opponents under siege.

More than that, if three years ago, the establishment is condemmed for
its political decisions, the econom c uncertainties hel ped fan the hatred.
The establ i shment' s nove t o adopt unconventi onal econoni ¢ strategi es whi ch
were widely criticised by the international comunity indirectly supported
the cause of its critics.

But today, despite the econony struggling toregainits footing dueto
gl obal uncertainties, some of the critics to the unconventi onal economnic
approaches are singing a different tune. And those who were unconfortable
to defend the establishnment for fear of being descri bed as gover nnent
apol ogi sts are begi nning to speak out with nmore confi dence.

On the ot her end, the vocal local critics, realising that the foreign
support have changed their tune, too decided to mince their words. These
changes i n the Mal aysi an political and econom c | andscape, change t he
perceptions and attitude of the citizenry.

Many are still opposing the establishnment and that is a right well
exercised. But it is no nore a case of frothing at the nouth. Sone are
sl owl y extendi ng constructive criticisns which would be to the
Government's advantage if it adopts a pro-active stance.

In short, the citizenry is riding the wave. They too are alert that
other nations are hit too by nore powerful waves and quite a number were
subner ged.

Mal aysi a had survived that wave, barely or otherwi se, rightly so or
| uckily, dependi ng on howthe peopl e choose to perceive it.

But the little boy in the Petronas advert would, upon his father's
return, surely stop accusi ng the waves as jahat. Sinply because, he saw
bi gger waves swal | owi ng t he exi st ence of ot hers el sewhere.
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