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On The Merits of The Case UWNO | eaders' indignant rebuke to Pas for continuing

to breach Malay unity

and Islamc solidarity is understandable. Extrem sm under the guise of
religious fervour, has destroyed schol arshi p and caused poor performance
anong Mal ays in schools and at tertiary |evel.

Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad's neritocracy edict was a forgone concl usion.
Endorsed by the Cabinet and then by Umo, it will be inplenmented in stages
and in selective disciplines next year.

The minimumentry qualifications will be raised for Bum puteras seeking
pl aces at universities. Students not devoting time to their studies and
those who fail to maintain a satisfactory performance will be sacked.

Li kewi se, professors and other staff who subvert students will face not
only the wath this tinme around but al so perhaps instant dismissal as is
the normin a neighbouring country. There will be rigorous rules governing
students and acadenic staff.

The diarist is not opposed to the Governnent's deternination to bring
forced changes. But why not throughout the system reinventing and
reorgani si ng t he Governnment and society?

A d assunptions have been replaced by new paradigns and Dr Mahathir's
"new paradi g can lead to drastic change in Mal aysian politics. A new
bal | gane has begun, which remi nds the diarist of Tennyson's poem

The ol d order changeth, yielding place to new,

And God fulfills Hinself in nmany ways,

Lest one good custom shoul d corrupt the world.
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