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The tal e of the running dogs

Abdul | ah Ahmad
RUNNI NG dogs have been fawni ng, |ying and spying for as | ong as t hey have
been tal ki ng. Though old, many still do.

| pity them but at tines | find it hard to repress | aughter and even
admiration at their audacity to appear otherw se.

Runni ng dogs, like liars, will do anything to i npress people, especially
t he nai ve, through spin, and even fiction, about their paynmaster, no
matter how di scredited the nmaster has becone.

They can wait for as long as they want or can endure, but all conme down
to one and the sane thing: one cannot hi de wrongdoi ngs far too | ong. W
know what we know are true. As a Malay proverb says - "Mil ut tenpayan
bol eh di tutup masakan mul ut manusia" - you can seal the lid of a jar but
no one can stop people fromtal ki ng and verifyi ng what they have heard nor
a real ly bad body odour, no natter what body lotion or perfune is applied.

Many years ago when | was i n governnment, a particul ar toady began to
fawn on ne, saying the right thing about ne, that of ny friends and
allies. He wanted ne to i nduct himinto ny snmall circle of friends, he
desired to be enbraced politically speaking. | was tinely warned by wel | -
meani ng friends and associates not to touch this val et!

The devil incarnate has appeared and i s taki ng the customary route.

Who are runni ng dogs? They are like fellowtravellers, those who accept
nmost of the comruni st, Umo, Pas, DAP, Keadil an and even Party Rakyat
doctrines and policies, but are not nenbers of the parties though they
wor k and accept noney fromthose parties or individuals in the
organi sations. They do not work publicly for these individuals. Running
dogs work on the basis that people are generally stupid. O course, sone
i ndi vi dual s succunb to their seduction

O late, there are many runni ng dogs wor ki ng for individual politicians.
Per haps, the Securities Conm ssion, or even the Anti-Corrupti on Agency,
shoul d 1 ook into this: Who pays then? The i ndividuals or some public-
| i sted conpani es coerced, cajoled or even ordered i nto creating jobs for
t hen? Menbers of Parliament and the Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, should | ook into this fast because i f unchecked, this can bring
di srepute to corporate bodies invol ved.

Not a very long tine ago, many runni ng dogs were paid out by conpanies
towork for a particular | eader. That | eader's exanpl e has been fol | owed
by sone, and | hope it stops just at getting corporate coffers to pay for
their operatives.

Runni ng dogs wi th some exception are generally reputed to be al so
foreign agents. If we do not nip the nenace in the bud, it will nmanifest
and create chaos during the next very crucial Umo presidential election
or the war of succession

Dr Mahat hir tal ks about the deadly danger of nobney politics all the tinme
and i s now even t hi nki ng of preventing rich Bum puteras frombuyi ng power
inUmo (and ultimately into government). All | can say is | strongly
support hi meven though it has cone rather late in the day. As people say,
it is better late than never. Money politics nust be stanped out before
the final war of succession starts and becones ferocious.

| quite understand and even appreciate why Dr Mahathir is so angry with
somre Umo nenbers and even with a few senior | eaders who are only
interested in what they can get out of the Umo-led Government, not at al
dedicated to the party.



Pernmit me to borrow fromwhat Leon Trotsky once said of the communi sts,
"...comunist (read Umo) | eaders are not the artists of the comuni st
(Umo) principles, but only its artistic fellowtravellers."

Many peopl e, after joining Umo, have hugely benefited fromit, and I
believe deep in their hearts they do not very much care what happens to
the party. Make hay whil e the sun shines. They have ruthl essly used
(di sregardi ng everything) Umo for personal gains.

I amusing the attack phrase to warn Umo | eaders - many of whom are
sincere and good - to be aware of the arrogance of power of a certain
group of ruling politicians who try to mani pul ate and spi n events t hrough
their running dogs (and nmakeover).

The running dogs will scratch their master's back and he scratches the
boot-lickers', but normally he soothes themw th noney.

If the | ackey syndrome continues and we benignly tolerate it, nore party
and government | eaders wi ||l abandon what is | eft of party principlesin
them But | knowif the heat is on, many will get out on their own.

As President Truman woul d had said: they would not had been able to
stand the heat.

There are proxy wars within the ruling coalition, in Umo and MCAin
particul ar. Active are the runni ng dogs who are whi ppi ng up ani nosity
armong cont endi ng candi dates for the | eadership and the ultimate prize, the
prem ership of this nation. But before that, they must first win the proxy
wars and capture the post of deputy prinme nminister, an appoi nt nent
entirely at the discretionary power of the Prinme M nister.

Tun Razak chose Tun Dr Isnail Abdul Rahman as his deputy in 1970 though
Dr Ismail was neither deputy nor vice-president of Umo. There you are,
there is an established precedent. Dr Ismail was one of the best No. 2
this country ever had. | had the fortune of working with himand | still
recall the experience with great pride.

He was an honest and a capabl e Mal ay, and above all a good Mal aysi an.

Dr Mahathir is nmoving in the right direction. Unl ess he acts sternly and
quickly while heis still strong and powerful, these "brush-fire wars" can
only spread to the detriment of the nation.

Dr Mahathir can't afford not to act agai nst noney politics, abuse of
power, corruption, decadence and high living. O herw se, we will never
rise to beconme a vigorous, progressive and devel oped nati on by 2020.

In the end, every prime mnister and president of Umo, no nmatter how
eager to please his constituencies or to maintain status quo, has to make
this tough deci sion.

| have no doubt that with a bit of will, patience and skilful diplonmacy,
(and if necessary the use of a big stick), his sincere efforts will
succeed i n easing out the Ml aysi an Ml ai se.
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