16/ 12/ 2001
The right kind of nonarchy believes in nodernisation

DKL

AN el ected nmonarchy is quintessentially Ml aysian and has proven to be a
wi se choice. The new King is people-friendly, a quality which Ml aysians
outside Perlis will soon recogni se and admire.

The King, |ike Queen Elizabeth Il, is a constitutional nonarch, not
exactly powerful. He, however, exerts influence. He has the discretionary
power in the appointnment of the Prime Mnister and can withhold consent to
di ssol ve Parlianent (which has never happened in our history). The rea
power is the Cabinet, which Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has presided
over since July 1981.

The diarist had a 45-m nute audience with the King at Istana Perlis in
Jal an Tun Razak on Tuesday to offer himcongratul ations in anticipation of
his election. Mdest he is, and said wi thout betraying any enotion: "Don't
you think it's a bit premature?"

The diarist assured himit would have to be him as Abdull ah Ahnad had
witten as much on Nov 5, and the diarist trusts his assessnent sinply
because Abdull ah stated that the Rul ers woul d not break with a precedent
that has served themand the nation very well.

The decision by the Rulers to nmaintain the tradition has strengthened
t he nonarchy and shown repose and good j udgnent.

Al'l happened as planned - all Rulers were present at the el ection and
subsequent oat h-taki ng cerenony. The diarist detected no airs, nor did the
Ki ng expect veneration in place of traditional courtesy and expressions of
normal |oyalty.

The King has | ong experience in governnent since beconi ng Raja Miuda of
Perlis 41 years ago. The experience is a great asset, and judging from
what the diarist knows, he will serve not hinself but the nation.

The right kind of nonarchy in this century is one with the King having
the conviction that he is the people's King. Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Putra
Jamal ul l ai | belongs to this persuasion.
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