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The wi nds of change have set in

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

PCLITICS, |ike sport, is a great way of bringing people together. I am
talking in particular about commtted Umo del egates, nenbers and
supporters, and even curious non-nenbers, who were at Umo's 55th annua
general assenbly | ast week.

The top hats and del egates strove hard to inject new fervour and realism
into the party. We will see the result as it claws its way back to being
what it once was.

Real |y, the answer to the fears of future electoral reverses lies,
think, in reformof our denbcracy and in an Umo which can capture the
i magi nati on of the young Bumi puteras, its ability to attract themon
boar d.

To be fair, Umo has taken its first, slow step with the formation of
Puteri Ummo. Now, stop whingeing and apportioni ng bl ane on the Opposition,
its jobis to find fault, everything and not hi ng.

Instead, direct the party's and governnent's efforts to thinking and
i mpl ementing constitutional reform determ ning the future of politics and
snuf fing out the increasingly aggressive nanifestation of raci al
pol ari sation and religious intolerance and extrem sm

I could see, unless there is reform three sets of Ml aysians eventually
clashing and nortally; those whose overriding priority has al ways been the
| atter day Mal ayan Union (Ml aysi an Mal aysia) - they want the present set-
up abolished - and the Islami sts in Pas who have al ways wi shed to weak
vengeance on Umo (to forma purist Wahabi-type or Iran-style Islamc
state), and the third group, the present ruling politicians.

There are still many supporters of the Mddl e Way, but nobst of them
suppose, are deceiving thenselves as to their true notives and
inclinations. But, being pragmatic, they remain and will always be

supportive, like it or not, of the corps that is in Putrajaya.
It was a good weekend for nme. My youngest son is back from London. Just
as when | think I amfree to party all week, | renenber that this col umm

and ot hers need writing.

The wi nds of change are bl owi ng through Umo whet her dissidents like it
or not; the growth of Puteri Umo is a political fact.

As with nost changes, like the formation of Ml aysia on Sept 16, 1963,
it was not a propitious beginning for Puteri Umo because fromthe start
it faced protracted opposition fromsone quarters.

Not hing i s nore changeable than the direction of the wind: | am happy
that it has followed the right course.

My use of the netaphor (first used by Harold Macmillan in an address to
the apartheid South African Parlianent on 4 February 1960) is deliberate,
and | believe, insofar as Umo is concerned, very apt.

Macmi | | an was describing the political situation in South Africa then.

Jawar harl al Nehru once spoke about strong wi nds blowing all over Asia
and within a decade of his speech, Ghana first and then we becane
i ndependent in 1957.

| amparticularly glad that at long |l ast, there is an infusion of, even
indirectly, fresh blood in Umo's nost influential, redoubtable and
efficient wing though it was achi eved not easily. Indeed, in a rather
tortuous way.

Havi ng said, done and reported about Puteri Umo, | hope it will nmove on
to enthuse young Bum putera girls and wonmen into joining the Puteri to



bri ng changes with the co-operation, preferably, of the senior, well-
tested and effective Wanita Umo.

Bot h groups do present an intriguing paradox of a sort. The Wanita Ummo
has al ways been, in what it does, characterised by refined Ml ay
restraint.

On the other hand, Puteri Umo is seen as the source which will reflect
the young Bum putera | adi es’ ethos, elan and psyche.

O course, Puteri Umo is not the Malay cultural specific like their
el der sisters, nothers and grandnot hers.

There is another Malay cultural specific, internationally known, which
would like to bring to your notice: anok.

Mal ays run anok only, and only, when their backs are pushed up to the
wal | whi ch nmeans when their identity, |anguage, religion and power are
t hreat ened by forces which want to dom nate or replace their culture and
politics with theirs.

The Prinme M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, | think, nmade an
oblique reference during the weekend to the dangers of one group playing
racial politics at the expense of the majority and definitive race.

Raci smis obnoxi ous. The presunption that some races are inherently
superior to others is offensive. It was first directed agai nst the Jews;
now that they are powerful, raci smhas becone the savage practice anbng
t he hawki sh and ultra-Israeli nationalists.

Race, like religion, has now becone a rallying force agai nst whoever
that race i s against.

Puteri Ummo and Wanita Umo, not surprisingly, received respectable
medi a coverage during the Umo general assenbly. Azalina Ohnan Said,

Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man are the best
known Wanita politicians just now.

Puteri Ummo's presence, a first, in Dewan Merdeka at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, was synbolic and yet well-noted and strongly felt. Puteri
Umo will be officially inaugurated in early August.

The Umo | eadership realises that continued Umo- Ml ay power can only be
guar ant eed by the young generation of Bum putera youth, young wonen in
particul ar.

Even Pas has, though reluctantly, recognised this and i s changi ng,
striving to appear |ess anti-wonen, progress and enlightennent.

In the next general election, Umo will need every ounce of assistance
fromWanita, Puteri Umo, Penuda and ot her nenbers and nore inportantly,
all those Mal ays and non- Mal ays who subscri be to entrenchi ng Mal aysi a as
it is now, not an Islanmc theocratic state as desired by Pas, Keadilan and
Partai Rakyat, Pas' staunch allies.

DAP appears to be having afterthoughts about its continued associ ation
with Pas, which is not unnaturally bent on jihad and the propagati on of
I slam c political doctrine.

| know the three | eaders: Azalina, Rafidah and Zaharah. Each has her
strengt hs and weaknesses; however, they generally accept the Umo - Dr
Mahat hir - Malay world vi ew.

The party needs all three though it will be wi shful thinking to expect
themto enbrace each other even unpassi onately.

They will work for Umo, yet maintain intense personal rivalry. The one
to watch in the next three years is Azalina, a practising | awer.

If Umo reconnects with the people, gets rid of the corrupt, the
i nconpetent, the debauchees and deadwood, | amconfident the voters who
deserted Umo in the | ast general election will return to the fold and
give the party a bigger triunph in the next general election, expected to
be in 2003 or 2004. However, seeing is believing.

| shall not use the phrase novers and shakers because it's sonetines



used rather indiscrimnately, and often directed with a faint note of
derision at those who believe thensel ves to be powerful or influential.
However, Azalina will continue to make waves in Umo politics for a while
to come.

I slami c fervour has been escal ating as the Mal ays becone di senchant ed.
The battle has narrowed down to a do-or-die contest between the well -
tested middl e-of -t he-road Umo and the ultra-conservative Pas.

Pas, led by Iran-type clerics, has been fighting since 1951 to "cl eanse”
thi s nation.

Puteri, Wanita, and Penuda Umo (the last two, | hope, will be
reinvigorated soon) will be in the forefront of this gripping, life-and-
death struggle to determne in the com ng years whet her nodern Ml aysi a
lives or dies. Malaysian wormen will decide for whomthe bell tolls.

As Wrdsworth states, every poemdescribes as seeing "into the heart of
t hi ngs", young Mal aysi ans in 2003-4 and thereafter will be the group that
will spice and provide the balmfor the bel eaguered soul of Ml aysi a.

( END)
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