08/ 06/ 2001

The truth is out there, but can you ever find it?

Seri Menanti

Dear Sir,

VE drive through it everyday to Bangsar for a night out, but I'Il bet
nobody ever asks who this "Maarof" guy was. | amtal ki ng about Jal an

Maar of whi ch was nanmed after an early Mal ay | awyer who went to London to
see the Queen and cane back a radi cal | awer. This was way back in the
early 50's.

The | ate Maarof and the | ate Pak Sako were both | awyers whomthe British
t hought could be | ackeys of the British Enpire. Both came back and found
their destinies were not as pl easant, at |east to the naked eye.

| amnore interested in tal ki ng about a M nangkabau | awyer by the nane
of Maarof, who was al so a very close friend of my late father. | recalled
ny father's narration of what had happened to him

One-day | awyer Maar of was approached by two nen and taken away. My
father said one of the nen - whom he knew very well - was thought to be a
policeman fromthe Special Branch

Vell, said ny late father, |awer Maarof was found hanged the next day
somewher e i n Gonbak. They found hi mdangling fromunder atree with his
pai r of shoes neatly arranged on the ground. The verdi ct was sui ci de.

Prior tothat, said ny late father, many attenpts were nade on | awyer
Maarof's Iife. Once a car cane careening in front of his house as he was
about to | eave, and an unidentified man pulled out a gun and shot him but
m ssed.

No one knew t hen why anybody woul d want himto suffer a fate of an
extreme prejudice. O to put it sinply why woul d anyone want hi mdead. My
| ate father had a theory. Upon arriving home fromLondon, | awer Mar of
under st ood t he neani ng of the phrase "abject poverty", which was preval ent
anong the Mal ays then.

Lawyer Maarof had suggested to the British-influenced government of this
period, for the setting up of banks to be owned by the Malays. On this
score the British-influenced governnent, and their | ackeys, disall owed
t houghts of any Mal ay harbouring i deas of trying to dabble in econonic and
financial matters.

"l never for once believed Maarof comm tted suicide. He was nurdered
just to shut himout completely,” said ny father, may he rest nuch nore in
peace.

My late father was |i ke that "cancer man" in the X-Files, and | was |ike
"spooky Mul der", constantly being bonbarded with a bit of this, and a bit
of that, by ny father, then asking ne to say what | believe, and what |
m ght find out if | persevere.

"Cancer man" also told nme that Prinme Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman sacked
the late Agriculture Mnister Aziz Ishak, because he had wanted t he
government to take away the nonopoly on fertiliser held by a big British
mul ti-national corporation.

Azi z | shak asked why the country should all owforeigners to control a
comodity produced in the country that is essential to the farmers, who
were mai nly Ml ays

He was sacked and di scredited. Aziz |Ishak died | ast year. The younger
generation was not told of his noble intentions until the day he di ed.
There was not even a footnote anywhere to register his contribution
towards the well being of the "down trodden" Mal ays. Yes! The truth is out
there but can you ever find it?



X-Fil es does exist in any country, including ours.

Take, for exanple, the recent brouhaha over the alleged rift between
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Whul dn't Mal aysi ans | ove to knowthe real story behind it? | suspect the
case will forever be classified as an X-File.

WAs t here anot her shooter at the grassy knoll in Texas when John F.
Kennedy was assassi nated? Was Lee Harvey Gswal d a victimof the CIA' s
dirty tricks? Did Marilyn Monroe really conmit suicide?

Here is a hundinger of an X-File! This happened in Nepal recently, when
al most the entire Nepalese royal family was killed. Initially it was said
that the late king's son shot themw th an aut omati c gun before shooti ng
hi msel f.

Later the story was changed to the royal fam |y being "accidentally"
killed froma burst of an automatic gun. Well, | have so many theories on
t his but why waste nmy tine when these t heori es can never be substanti at ed?

This al so rem nds ne of the nmagic bullet theory. The magi c bullet that
kill ed Kennedy had ri cocheted to penetrate the body of the Texas gover nor
and then finally killed Kennedy -or sonething |ike that.

Not many of us renenber this epi sode when one of the Saudi ki ngs who was
killed by his nephew, or at |east the official version of this story that
was carried throughout the world. H' s nephew was condemmed as a mad nman
and | ater beheaded. O course this is in the X-File of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabi a.

So who is going to be this country's next Prime M nister or Deputy Prine
Mnister? Well, the truth will only be known when it happens. Until then
Mal aysi ans, especially the Mal ays, nmust not be too pre-occupied with the
matter. For all intents and purposes | firmy believe Malaysiais
econom cally, politically and socially intact. W nust seetoit that it
remai ns that way.
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