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Those worki ng nust pay up their study | oans w thout del ay

Mohamad Latiff Jantan

"WHEN we are in politics, we should |love the party nore than ourselves,"
so said the veteran Umo nenber and forner Senator Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Tapa
(NST, June 3).

These words of w sdom have been backed by many years of party
experi ence.

Umo had led the Alliance then and the Bari san Nasi onal Government of
today. Al these years, Umo has been the backbone of the Ml ays and has
been doing its best to inprove their |ot.

One of its many achi evenents was the creation of opportunities for
hi gher education by providi ng study | oans and schol arshi ps. This was
because the majority of Malays were frompoor fanmili es.

Today many have become successful businessnen or are hol di ng hi gh
positions in the Governnent or private sectors. There are al so many who
are nulti-mllionaires. They are the products of Government projects.

But are they grateful to the Governnent?

| have my doubts. Many have turned their back on the Governnent by not
repayi ng their study | oans.

| refer to "40pc have not repaid PSD | oans" (NST, May 31).

They seemto have forgotten that had it not been for the Governnent's
assi stance they woul d not be enjoying their success today.

Because they have "forgotten", others are deprived of the opportunity
for higher educati on.

They know what they are doing is not proper but they just cannot be
bot hered. They have becone very sel fish.

If the Governnent had not started such a schene they woul d have accused
the Governnment of not taking care of themand would surely demand for such
privileges. But now after having benefited fromthem they are rel uctant
to repay their |oans.

"Exenptions for top students,” another headline said. Now, what nore do
they want, | ask.

As if this was not enough sone even went on to ridicule the Governnent.

"Has the Government becone so desperate for support that it has to
publicly claimcredit for every mnute acconplishment,” remarked a young
Mal ay prof essional (NST, June 23).

If this person had al so benefited fromthe Public Service Departnent
| oans, | hope he was not anong the 40pc | oan defaul ters.

Loans taken have to be repaid. This is the universal principle. Even
Mal aysi a repays its | oans. Yet the Mal ays have "forgotten" this principle.

Truly, "Melayu nudah | upa".

They shoul d realise that their negative attitude has cast a bad |ight on
the integrity and dignity of the Malays in general. This may even be
construed by others that the Ml ays have no principles, are untrustworthy
and ungrateful. This is a very sad and shaneful thing.

On the other hand, | ook at the Chinese. Their forefathers started
classes to educate their children and even had night classes to cater for
adults who had to work in the day. This was how i nportant education was to
t he Chi nese.

Today t hese cl asses have becone hi gh schools |ike the Pei Fong, the
Chung Ling and the Han Chiang, to nanme just a few. The Chinese built these
t hrough col l ective efforts.

Whenever a school needed funds, it is not unusual to see many Chinese



phil ant hropists right down to the lowy trishaw pedlars getting thensel ves
i nvol ved in such fund-raising projects.

Besi des schools, they also built tenples |like the Kek Lok Si in Penang
and the Cheng Hoon Teng in Mal acca which are now tourist |andmarks.

Per haps the Mal ays shoul d enul ate the Chinese in this aspect and not
rely too much on the Governnent.

To quote Abdul Aziz again, "The Mal ays are taking things for granted.
They have the perception that they will always be protected.”

Because of this, | amsure the Malays would not like to carry the tag
"The Mal ays are being cared for fromthe wonb to the tonmb".

Bef ore i ndependence, Umo and the Mal ays were hardly known to the worl d.
Today this has changed.

But don't take nmy word for it. Just think back the coments by foreign
observers who were at the Umo 55th General Assenbly recently.

The Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad concl uded his marat hon
speech by saying "Cone on Mal ays, have you forgotten?"

And | call upon all those loan defaulters to search their conscience. Be
proud of your race.
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