12 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
THOSE ELECTED TO LEAD UMNO DI VI SI ONS SHOULD WORK DI LI GENTLY

KUALA LUVPUR, April 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
t oday advi sed | eaders who have been elected to | ead Umo divisions to
di scharge their duties diligently for the goodwi Il of the party.

"Those el ected should carry out their duties well and those who have
| ost should lend their support to those who have won,"” he told reporters
after launching a dental filling product called Silverfil manufactured by
Syari kat Dunia Perwi ra Sdn Bhd, at Taman Teknol ogi Mal aysi a.

Until today, 24 Umo divisions have held their el ections which began
early this nonth. Five new faces have surfaced anong the elections held in
t hese di vi si ons.

Asked on the el ection of new division heads, Dr Mahathir said it was up
to Umo nmenbers to chose who they w shed.

Speaki ng on the use of nobney for the fishing of votes at divisiona
| evel elections, Dr Mahathir said Umo woul d act agai nst those who were
i nvol ved in such activity.

"If there is proof, we will take action but everybody tal ks about the
use of nmoney in division elections but there is no proof... we cannot take
action based on accusations only and wi thout proof," he said.

Asked to comrent on Umo Wanita Head, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz's
statenment yesterday that the quota systemfor nomi nation for every Umo
post be abolished, except for that of the President and Deputy President,
Dr Mahathir said the decision to have such a systemwas nade by the party
and not by the | eadership only.

"l did not make the decision, the Umo Suprene Council nade the
deci sion.. she (Rafidah) is a nmenber of the Suprenme Council and she can
raise the matter with the council,"” he said.
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