08/ 07/ 2001

Thousands throng PWIC for coalition's second convention

THE Putra World Trade Centre was alive with the presence of sone 5, 000
del egates to the Barisan Nasi onal Convention, held for the second tine
since the coalition was forned in 1974.

The PWIC area was awash in a sea of blue, as nore than 4,000 flags with
the BN | ogo and banners draped every corner of the building.

Thermed "BN, Pillar of the Nation's Integrity", the convention was a
grand affair w tnessed by Menbers of Parlianent, senators and State
assenbl ynen.

It did not matter that the convention | acked the carnival-like
at nosphere which is customary of Umo general assenblies.

What was inportant was that it was a significant platformfor BN | eaders
toinstil a higher degree of unity in its conponent parties.

The 13 BN-conponent parties are the United Mal ays Nasi onal Organi sation,
Mal aysi an Chi nese Associ ati on, Ml aysi an | ndi an Congress, Gerakan, Sabah
United People's Party, Sabah Progressive Party, Liberal Denocratic Party,
Uni ted Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Organi sation, Sarawak National Party,
Sarawak United People's Party, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak, Ml aysi an
Peopl e's Progressive Party and Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersat u.

BN chai rman and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, who
arrived at 9am was greeted by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmed Rahmat and | eaders of
t he BN conponent parti es.

He was led to the Merdeka Hall and soon after the convention conmenced
with the raising of the BN flag and the singing of the BN t hene song.

Dr Mahathir later took to the rostrum and delivered his keynote address
whi ch | asted about 90 mi nutes.

Leaders of the BN conponent parties were then given the opportunity to
deliver their speeches in response to the BN chairman's keynote address,
followed by Dr Mahathir's wi ndi ng-up speech before the close of the
conventi on.

Prior to the closing cerenony, a book on the BN, Bal anci ng Communal
Ri ghts, was launched in a coffee-table edition, paperback and Vi deo
Conpact Di sc (VCD).

Produced by the BN headquarters, the book was not nade avail able to the
public but may be sold openly later to recoup costs should the situation
warrant it.
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