03/ 06/ 2001

Thousands wat ch troopi ng of col ours

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mdre than 3,000 people gathered at Dataran Merdeka to
wi tness the trooping of the royal colours today.

The col ourful event was held to mark the 75th birthday of the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah.

The Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Aishah, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali were al so
present.

Steeped in mlitary tradition, the cerenbny commenced with a gun sal ute
and a flypast by five helicopters carrying the Jalur Genilang and the
Armmy, Navy and Air Force flags over the spectators.

The King, who is the mlitary supreme commander, then took the salute
and i nspected the birthday parade by 19 officers and 412 nen of the
conbi ned armed f orces.

He was acconpani ed by Arned Forces Chief Jen Tan Sri Mhd Zahid
Zai nuddi n.

Al so present were Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badaw
and wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and wife Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, Mhd Zahidi's w fe Puan Seri
Rasi ah Mohd Noor, Chiefs of the Army, Navy and Air Force and heads of
di pl omati c m ssi ons.

The event also attracted foreign tourists and the | ocals.
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