13/10/ 2001

Three Nl e hippos rel eased i nto Paya | ndah Wetl ands

DENGKI L, Fri. - Three of the four N |le Hi ppopotam flown here from
Bot swana were rel eased fromquarantine this evening into their new hone at
the Paya | ndah Wt ands.

The I ast hippo, the |argest of the four, will be rel eased tonorrow
Cautiously, the first hippopotamnus peeped out from behind the door of its
quarantine buil ding at 4.10pmtoday.

Startled by the presence of workers, journalists and phot ographers who
had gathered to watch their release, the hippo ran along the wall of the
encl osure before heading into the |lake for a dip.

The hi ppos' hone is a 1.2 hectare |l ake with a depth of about five
metres. The area is enclosed by a lowwall with electric wiring as hi ppos
are able to clinmb | ow obstacl es.

It was not easy coaxing the hippos out at first. Paya |ndah staff
clinbed up | adders and stood on the wall spraying themwith jets of water
and nmaki ng noi ses to chase themout of the quarantine buil ding.

No one was all owed inside the enclosure as agi gated hi ppos are likely to
charge and bite.

The hi ppos arrived here on Sept 26 after a 27-hour flight from Gaborone,
Bot swana's capital in a Royal Ml aysian Air Force C130H aircraft. Their
transl ocation marks the first time wild hi ppopotami have been air-
frieghted for such a great distance and on board a nilitary pl ane.

The Paya I ndah Wetlands will be | aunched tonorrow by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. His wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali will also launch the New Straits Ti nes-in-Education (N E) Young
Phot ogr aphers' Wor kshop.

Thirty school children will participate in the | aunch tonmorrow. The
wor kshop wi Il be held on Nov 3.

A pilot progranme between N E and Paya | ndah Wetl ands, the workshop is
ai med at pronoting awareness of the inportance of conserving the wetl ands
nat ural environnent.

The 10 to 12 year-old students will also be taught basic photography by
renowned phot ographer Eric Peris. Their works will be exhibited I ater.

Fujifilmw Il be providing caneras and filns. Transport and neals will
al so be provided.

Peris will also put up a gallery of his works on flora and fauna as wel |
as the wonders of the wetl ands.
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