14/ 08/ 2001

Three bi ot echnol ogy R&D centres by year-end

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Governnent is expected to build three research
and devel opnent institutes to serve as a catalyst in the country's push
into the field of biotechnol ogy.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
this after opening the National Natural Product Convention 2001 at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre today.

The institutes will focus on research and devel opnent in genom cs and
mol ecul ar bi ol ogy, pharmaceuticals and nutraceuticals and agroforestry,
and situated in Biovalley Ml aysia.

Housed in the Miltinedia Super Corridor, BioValley Malaysia is a cluster
of biotechnol ogy i ndustri es and supporting servi ces.

Details of the three institutes would be announced by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad by year-end. Besides the institutes,
Biovalley will also have its own busi ness devel opment directorate to
identify innovations with conmercial potential.

Law al so added, his mnistry would set up a technical comittee and
secretariat under the Cabi net Commttee on Bi otechnol ogy and Bi odi versity
Policies, to be headed by the Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi .

It will serve as a ninisterial anchor point.
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